





Sheroes of Africa's Political Movements

lsis 8% EORD
wice “o FOUNDATION

| =N L TR TR o ] DGl s Fahange
Ay Wrrren s wace A S



Publisher:
Isis-Women’s International Cross-Cultural Exchange (Isis-WICCE)

Plot 1 Martyrs Garden B Road, Ministers Village, Ntinda
P. Q. Box 4934 Kampala, Uganda

Tel: 4256414698684 / +256414543954
program@isis.or.ug

www.isis.or.ug




“For Isis-WICCE, there is never any

doubt that we must document and
-|fy the voices of African women
' 38ders whose stories are
fen or absent from the
-. sole male political victor




Contents

Foreword
Acknowledgements
Introduction

SUCKED INTO POUTICS: TRACING THE ROLE OF CAPTAIN GERTRUDE MIUBA 1N UGANDA'S 1981--1986 LIBERATIONM STRUGGLE
Gertrude’s Formative Years

Gertrude's Early Silent Revolutions

Gertrude's Experiences in the Workplace

Gertrude's Religious, Education and Work Experiences in Context
Sucked into Politics: Gertrude’s Entry into Active Politics in Uganda
Joining the Liberation Struggle

Gertrude's Encounters with Matayo Kyaligonza

Womanhood Across Enemy Lines: Faking a Threatened Abortion

A Guerrilla in Busuuti

By a Whisker of Luck

Settling in the Bush

On the Message to the World from the Bush

The National Resistance Army's focus on Women in the Liberation
“What the struggle would have missed had I not joined?”

Out of the Bush to the External Missions

Woman, Wife, Mother and Fighter

Reflections from Olive Zizinga and Matayo Kyaligonza

Brigadier Kyaligonza on Gertrude Njuba's Clandestine Missions
Gertrude after the War: Women in Post-liberation Governance

MARGARET DONGE: A COLOMIAL AND POST COLOMIAL REBEL'S JOURMEY
Born into Politics

2 | |lssWICCE

10
12
14
16
18

23

e

2
27
28
29
29
2%
31
31
32
33
38
37
38

4
42



Joining the Strupple: The Power of Conviction 44

Grounded by Experience 46
A Decade of Political Leadership 48
An Independent Candidate 51
Taking a Leap for Women's Rights 53
Mether, Wife, Friend and Fighter 54
Lessons for Women's Movements 55
The Battle is Far from Over 56
JESSIE MAJOME: DESTINED FOR LEADERSHIP 57
Bearing the Right Name 58
Eatly Years 59
Palitical Awareness: Confronting Racism 62
Confronting Patriarchy in Schoaol &
Women's Bodies on Centre Stage 65
In the Seat: Public Leadership 6/
Breaking Down Barriers &9
Leadership Challenges for Women 73
Sharing the Load 74
ALUCE ALASO ASIANUT: THE MAKING OF A WOMAN POUTICAL LEADER 79
A Childhood in 19705 Soroti 80
Securing University Residence 83
Alice at Work 85
Policing of Women's Private Lives 86
Getting Further Into Public Service 87
Contesting for Woman Member of Parliament 80
Women's Political Journeys 95
References 97

Sherces of Africa’s Political Movements | 3



.‘

|5 WWICCE

Foreword

tisawidely acknowledged fact that women and their invaluable contributions
to great victories are typically excluded from histery. We are rarely introduced
to the female hero or the pivotal roles women play in driving progress and
the necessary changes to create the world we live in.

For [5is-WICCE, there is never any doubt that we must document and amplify the
voices of African women political leaders whose stories are often unwritten or
absent from the rhetoric of the sole male political victor er revolutionary leader.

When in November 2014, during the gathering of the Isis-WICCE Women Leaders
Think Tank in Nairobi, we met the sheroes of this boolk, the task was clear. We
did not want to simply detail the speciﬁcs of their remarkahle life events but
offer a g]impse into the ways these women negntjat'e&, contested, and subverted
experiences they perceived as gender inequalities.

We were confronted with assumptions that women, African and otherwise, are
simply victims of war and post war reconstruction processes, not active agents
in shaping individual and collective destinies. We had long before rejected the
discourse that any woman involved in guerrilla armies or political liberation
strupggles was coerced or doing the bidding of a spouse, father, or brother. Wealso
acknowledged that women political leaders face specific barriers to substantive
participation, particularly in militarized conflict and post-conflict settings.

Therefore we sought to amplify their voices and power, in the feminist Isis-
WICCE way - to provide a platform for the women political leaders to speak
about themselves, trace their agency and share their stories.



In "Sheroes of Africa’s Political Movements' you meet Captain Gertrude Njuba (Uganda) a former combatant in
the National Resistance Army (NRA) sucked into politics by the circumstances; Hon. Margaret Dongo (Zimbabwe)
a freedom fighter and trailblazing political leader; Hon. Alice Alaso Asianut (Uganda) and Hon, Jessie Majome,
(Zimbabwe) representing a fresh breed of revelutionary women in post-conflict political leadership.

This bock traces the role of women in liberation struggles in Uganda and Zimbabwe. The book also documents
the experiences of women political leaders negotiating political situations characterized by risk, violence,
intimnidation, sexual pacification, aggression and fear while bearing aspects of hope, crafting of nations, building
citizenship and political independence.

The women's experiences are portrayed across institutional settings such as family, clans, schools, religious beliefs,
state laws and so on. Each of them, disp]ay striking individual and collective agency in claiming their rights to
Fnlitica] participation and Prcpeﬂing Pulitica] mavements- explaining the perception of these women leaders as
risl-talers, fearless, confident, determined, shrewd, powerful and at most social cultural transpgressors as seen in
references to them as “rebellions” or “militant”,

Sheroes of Africa’s Political Movements is indeed a must-read for all. | invite you to read the stories of Gertrude
Njuba, Margaret Dongo, Alice Alaso Asianut and Jesse Majome, our veritable sheroes who contributed and
continue to contribute to the Africa we now know.

G(:v’.._: ¥ Km.( - ﬂvc—lc.'l.

Executive Directar,
Isis-Women's International Cross-Cultural Exchange (Isis-WICCE)
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Introduction

his book serves two key objectives; tracing the role of women in liberation
struggles in Upanda and Zimbabwe, and documenting experiences of women
political leaders in male-dominated political spaces in post-conflict states.

With this book we hope to shed light on the voices and actions ef women political
actors that are often silenced in patriarchal political settings. Four women leaders were
selected, to learn from their experiences in historic liberation struggle, and their journeys
as a new breed of female politicians in post-conflict governance. Revolutionary struggles

= X sy Stories from Captain
often do not have defined front lines. Women, men and children assume critical roles, and Gertrude Nijuba of
also come directly under attack. Many contemporary African women war veterans served | jganda and Hon.
in African liberation armies during struggles for independence from European colonial — Margaret Dongo
rule’. African women have also servad (voluntarily and by force) in government militia  ofZmbabwearza
and counter insurgent paramilitary forces (including “civilian defence forces”) during post- window nto the lives

3 o ; ; . of warnen combatants
independence civil wars, Their war stories however, are rarely written, read or heard. :
who crossed cultural

, : , : ; . oy boundaries to challen
There is also an assumption that women, African and otherwise, are simply victims of war s il
injustices against them,

and post-war reconstruction processes, not active agents in shaping their individual and . = 00
collective destinies. In several instances, writings on armed liberation struggles assume  5irtres,

that women involved in guerrilla armies or political viclence were not invelved through

their own initiative, but rather had followed a spouse, father, or brother®, This erases women

ex-combatants and allows them to be overlooked in the appointment of post-conflict

leadership, Literature on African women in politics indicates that in pre-colonial African

societies, women’s political roles varied extensively. During the colonial period however,

European administrators imposed a legal and eultural apparatus that undermined wemen's

traditional bases of power. Women became politically and economically subordinated

and marginalized. Among the Baganda in central Uganda, British colonisers set up a

1 (White, 2007
2 (White, 2007)
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centralized power structure that did not include the once-powerful role
of the Queen Mother, who traditionally had her own court, land and
even taxes, (O'Barr and Firmin-Seller, 1995). Postcolonial independence
governments did not reverse this marginalization even while women
were active participants in nationalist and liberation movements.

Stories from Captain Gertrude Njuba of Uganda and Hon. Margaret
Dongo of Zimbabwe are a window into the lives of women combatants
who crossed cultural boundaries to challenge injustices against them,
their families and their countries. Other lessons are drawn from Hon.
Alice Asianut Alaso and Hon, Jessie Majome both of whom navipated
extraordinary barriers as women jeining elective politics in post-
liberation Uganda and Zimbabwe respectively. What comes through is
their striking individual and collective agency in claiming their right
to participate in poelitics, despite the circumstances each of the four
individuals found themselves; a society that saw women as ‘second-class'
citizens, always at the margins of decision-making. The four women are
described by their close associates as risk-takers, fearless, confident,
determined, shrewd, powerful and even rebellious or militant. While
talking of Hon. Margaret Dongo, Hon. Mukwekwezeke recounted, "1
think her fearlessness in picking up a fight when matters of principle are
under siege, and her hatred against corruption are the gem in the crown”

As a feminist organization that has for generations worked towards
promoting women's political leadership in conflict and post-conflict
situations, lsis-WICCE set out to document voicss of women leaders
whose life's journeys are often averlooked in male-dominated politics.
The four ‘her stories’ of these women illustrate the role of women
as individuals and groups, in shaping the politics of their countries.
Each detail in these rich narratives provides useful demonstrations of
different styles and strategies that women politicians use to question,



resist, and subvert male domination and to empower themselves in the
face of patriarchy and under development.

The last section of this book includes a reflection on what these
experiences mean for individual women, the women's movement and the
future generation of young African feminists. Theorizing and profiling
experiences of women tackling power and masculinity in political
leadership is intended to inspire other women paolitical leaders to break
through barriers and transform governance. This book confirms that the
story of a liberation struggle cannot be complete without laoking at the
role that women have played.

The narratives presented here are derived from in-depth conversations
with individual women, interviews with people they closely associated
with and insights from their personal archives of childhood photographs,
report cards and E(}rrespundnncc.'.s among others. Tracing the life stories
of four women politicians, this process used an African feminist approach
to women and war to dig deep into how women politicians led amidst

masculine social expectations and ideas on womanhood.

Sherces of Africa's |
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Gertrude Mutn, o sdent pet influential fgnee of the MRA iberation war in Llganda

GERTRUDE NIUBA N LGAT IDA'S

GR4. 198 BERATION STRLICC
& & 1 [ (

Gertrude’s story took turns and twists,
revealing a woman who was “sucked into
politics”, Gertrude Njuba navigated threats
from the government she was fighting
against and the liberation movement she
belonged to. Following the success of the
liberation struggle on January 26 1986,

she took on a eritical role in reconstructing a
country scarred by unending wars. Women,
like men, are products of social structures
and processes that nurture and hold up social
inequalities, but women have also worked

to create change and social equity. Uganda
media® has often described Gertrude Njuba as
a 'silent influence’.

Gertrude's €alm demeanour gas thpat

See the Deily Maoni rBelnEhr 6ih 2012



expected of a religious and traditional woman of Kiganda culture in late-colonial Uganda®. Gertrude says that
all she aspired to be in life was “an educated, religious, married, working mother — the Mothers’ Union type of a
woman”. However, her unwillingness to ignore diserimination and injustice led her down an unconventional path.
In her story, she reflects on the many ways in which she used her feminine identity to resist oppression in the
masculine world of politics and leadership.

Today Gertrude is a Senier Political Advisor to the President and a Director in the Directorate of Land Matters in
Starte House. Seeking to corvect public misconception on the role of presidential advisors, she deseribes her job
thus:

“As political advisors we don't call the presidentand tell him ‘da this', but we take care of the issues that the president
wolld have taken care of were it possible for one person to take care of all these things. Sa when you see a political
prablem, yol take care of it. In those core cases where you have absolutely no answer you refer to the President
or to the appropriate government person - Minister, Resident District Commissioner (ROC), Permanent Secretary,
whisrever you think that issue can be solved. That's how presidential advisors do their work”,

Born in Hoima on 22nd November 1944 to Bishop Yokana Mukasa and Norah Nakacwa Mukasa, she came from
a religious family that had not long exchanged traditional spirituality for Christian values as was encouraged by
missionaries and advantageous in the British-controlled protectorate of Uganda,

My great grandfather was a traditional priest. | come fram a family of priests right from the days before missionaries
came, 5o my great grandfather was a very renowned "Musamize™ [traditional chief priest] his name was MNakikulu
Kaaya, He was the father of Mukere, Mukere was the father of Isaka Mukasa and lsaka Mukasa was the father of Yokana
Mukasa Balikudembe. The late Yokana Mukasa Balikudembe, a Bishop, was my father.

Retired Bishop Yokana Mukasa was consecrated and enthroned as the first bishop of Mityana diocese on May 29,
1977 at a time when Christians were being persecuted under Idi Amin's regime and served until his retirement at

72 in 1988,

4 The cultural expectations oround women in fraditional Bugonda entailed calm, submission ond gentleness in relation lo men os sym-
bolized through praciices such as women kneeling to grest men

Sheroes of Africa’s Palitical Mavements | 11



Gertrude's Formative Years

Gertrude's political journey began in her childhood. She was born in what is now Hoima district at a time when
Abaseveni” were coming back from the World War I1. The Abaseveni returned home with revelutionary ideas that
influenced some of the political uprisings in 1940s Africa.

“| remember there was a political morale boost called Bataka Bbu. People were not allowed to say it My dad told me
that if they found you saying Bataka Bbu, they would arrest you but | wendered why anyone would arrest me for that.
3o when | saw that pecple were away, | would say it",

Here we see Gertrude question and resist what she perceived as injustice at an early age.

Gertrude began her formal education at Duhaga Girls' Primary School in Hoima while her father was a head
teacher of Duhaga Boys' Primary School. When she was four years old Gertrude's community was attacked by
polio, an infection which prior to a global vaccination campaign killed millions of children. She vividly remembers
the epidemic;

“When [polio] came, a lot of children died and | was a victirn but & lucky one because most children who got infected
died. |t looked like ordinary malaria but in a few days, somebody would be paralyzed, the whele body waould become
almast useless, So | got this thing but after sometime | don't know how lang, | overcame it but with one of my legs
affected, it had no strength at all, When | look at my life, that is one of the times when | think | survived where many
people died”

The dizease left one of her legs paralyzed, a condition that would impact the tasks she would take on in her adult
life. Gertrude credits her survival to the education level and Christian faith of her family. While many families at
the time associated polio with witcheraft and did not seek medical attention, Gertrude’s parents’ belief in medical
care saved her life. After surviving polio, Gertrude moved to Kikoma Primary School in present-day Mubende
District when her father was transferred to teach at Kikoma Junior Secondary School. When her father moved
again in 1953 to study at Bishop Tucker Theological College Mukono to become a priest, Gertrude, aged nine,
was left in the care of the head teacher at Kikoma primary school. Later she went to Kako Junior Primary School,

5

1

Abaseveni refarred to people wha fought in the seventh batialion in the Second Warld War.

| IssWICCE



Buloba Demonstration Secondary School and finally Makerere College School.

“If youl were a Catholic you would go 1o a cathelic school therefore you would
either go to Kisubi [High School], Mamilyange [College| and the choices of
different religious schools didn 't come. You didn't even see the paper on which
[Mount St Mary's College] Namagunga was, Since | wasan Anglican girl, on my
appheation to go to secondary school, there was no Mamagunga, there was ne
[Trinity Collepe| MNabbingo and then someane else whao has been in a cathelic
schioal, on their dapplication paper, there would be no Gayaza High Schoal or

Makerere Collepe School, so it was strict you would go In that line”,

To Gertrude, the segregation of schools on religious basis was not only
unfair but also accounts for divisions along religious lines in Uganda
today. The European colonial administration emphasized religious over
tribal differences.

“The Europeans kept us i compartments. For example; my daughter got
married 1o a Munyankele Catholic and my father whe was then a bishop said
i

it's ok for you to get married to & Munyankole but a Cathale?” Gertrude
recalls.

Gertrude joined Makerere College School in 1958. In a class of thirty-
six, fourteen were girls and for the first time, she attended a school with
boys. It was there that she met S8am Njuba who would later become her

hushand.

Gertrude's background is by no means ordinary. Her experiences
place her among a small group of elite young women, privileged by
education, religion and class. Gertrude points out that regardless of
their background girls still were not sent to school as often as boys.
Girls' schools were few and hosted smaller numbers than boys' schools
because parents learned slowly that it was useful to educate girls.

—

Sherces of Africa's Polincal Movemerms | 13



“Bven with girls in homes like mine which were privileged, still the teaching was that you are gaing to schoal so that
wyou berome a goad housewife and a good mether. Soas soon as you identify somebody you think will be the father of
your children you go with them because you are prepared”,

Gertrude's childhood experiences point to a character that was not necessarily quiet and conformist but one bent
on rocking the boat she was placed in, resisting disadvantage and exploitation. Despite the limited expectation of
girls’ education (education for domesticity) Gertrude wanted more for herself. She added the vision of becoming a

working married woman, and it is that work which took her beyond the family confines to the public realm.

Gertrude’s Early Silent Revolutions
Here Gertrude deseribes an early experience fighting injustice in school:

“When | was at Buloba Dempnstration Secondary School, there was too much teasing. | really hated that and the
immediate friend | got was also called Mukasa. She was Harriet Mukasa and | was Gertrude Mukasa, We were in the
sarme class at Buloaba, We decided that we were going to fight this teasing and that we were not going:to put up with
it. We first thought about running away from scheol but it did not look like a good idea. We then decided that we
were going 1o ory. We aied in the marning when we went for our gardening. we cried at the dining place, we cried in
class, in the chapel. We cried everywhere until teachers got concerned. We would just sit there and tears would flow.

Teachers got concerned and they called us. Even the headmistress got concerned, she asked "why are you crying, do
you want 16 go hemel” We said po, we wouldn't like to go heme but we have to go home because these girls are
teasing us so much, 5o the headmistress called the school parade and said “from row on {2ating (s probibitad in this
school and anybody caught teasing will be dismissed from scheol”. The girls laughed it off. So from the parade we went
to the hostel and they started teasing us again. This time they were evan laughing at us. ‘We resumed erying-and they
[administration] called us again. We told them "the girls areteasimg us even the more”. The headmistress reguested us
to submit names of the girls who were teasing and we did. Students were expelied from school and teasing in Bulooba

stopped, We fought that war of teasing by crying,

T4 | lesWICCE



Early in life Gertrude Njuba was confronted with cultural expectations that she thought were unfair to her as a girl.
Having grown up in a family at the heart of missionary work in Uganda, Gertrude learned that it mattered more to

be a Catholic or Protestant than a Muganda®, She saw and fought traditional norms that expected different things
from girls than boys.

“At some point In life, | could see that the girls were being treated unfairly. For example; | was told by miy parents that
| used to refuse to do things that boys are not told to do. Once | see that the boys are not told to do this, | used to
resist. One example was kneeling, You know in Kiganda cutture there i5 a lot of kneeling and fortunately in my paternal
family they were not extremely traditional in the Kiganda sense. We followed more of the church tradition than the
Kiganda tradition. So ane day | went 1o visit my aunt, (my mother's sister) who had come to gee us in Haima, When
she was leaving, she suggested that | go 1o stay a few days at their place, They used te stay in Kibibi. Today, Kibibi is in
Butambala District.

My parents told me that | was very excited, since:| liked traveling, | wentawith her; we reached home, and then meals
came. We sat down and then my aunt came and <ajd "eeesh how do you sit? You must it properly as a girl”. Girls used
te kneel and then sit back on their heels, | feltvery bad berause the bays in her homie were not being requested te do
the same. 50 | knelt because she had ordeced me to but then | refused 1o eat. Ther told me to eat | refused, | remained
wathout food until the nextmeal and | had te kneel agan. | refliused to eat, then the hushand to my aunt told her, "better
take this child back, she is not happy, Hoew long are you going to keep her without eating™ | am told she went by biis

(and those days you know travelling to Heima was not easy) and brought me back just in a few days.

These were intentional moves by a young Gertrude Mukasa to resist institutionalized unfairness to girls and
women. Though young and quiet Gertrude had agency and sought change; events that prepared her for a calling
to liberate Uganda from a despotic military regime. One can say that Gertrude's participation in the National
Resistance Army (NRA) liberation struggle was no coincidence.

A 'Mugonda’ is someane from Bugondo; one of the radilional kingdom and largest ethnic groug in Central Lganda

Sherces of Africa's Pobitcal Movemems | 15



Gertrude's Experiences in the Workplace

16

“When | finished Cevel, | started working at the pest office. There came an adver

requesting for young boysand ;:91'|'- to-goto London a o stidy hotel ma Egement,
he covernment of Uganda te build what is now called Sheraton Haotel

WAL

tional hotel. They wanted young people - boys and girls

d chets. 5o |'said 'if i s poing to

did go t& London actually but

n Muba, that's wi & messed

ered | was not well T'--.—:_. took me to the hospital

and the diagnosis = prégnant. At the time, even in Eurepe, for the unmarried to

be preg vas Lerrible. 50 they T b Remember | was
riel only unmarried but my bovirend and | were childrén of re s leader

Getting pregnant before marriage at that time and in a strict re]igiuus
setting was a hig setback for Gertrude who dropped out of the training and
got married. At twenty years, she sought state permission to get married
since she was below the legal age of marriage (twenty-one years). Granted
permission by the State Minister of Justice Hon. Grace [ ngira, Gert rude
married Sam Njuba on Monday September 14th 1964 at All Saints Church,
MNakasero.

Afrer piving birth, Gertrude looked for a job and started working with the
East African Income Tax Department (from 1955 to 1980). While Gerrrude
dropped out of school and became a married woman and a mother, Sam
Njuba proceeded with his studies, and graduated with a Bachelor of Laws
from the University of Dar es Salaam. Gertrude still actively engaged in the
East African Community as a worker but alse a mobiliser (Trade Unionist)
focused on work-related injustices against women. Gertrude became a
very enthusiastic member at a time when many did not want to join trade

unions for fear of being sacked by their employers.

| Isis-WICICE




“The East African Commaon Services Organisation would tolerate a girf getting pregnant, having children as they work
aslong as they.are single. They tolerated that but the moment you said you are getting married, they tald you to resign.

If you are a married man and employad and your wife 15 also emplayed in gevernment, the housing allowance would
always be given to the man; The man will get housing allowance and the woman will not. 5o because of that, many
people who were married didn't dedare to the government that they were married in order to continue petting
housing allowance,

There was also charging income tax at a lower threshold for married women,

‘Women had no maternity leave: They would take off days from the annual leave depending on the period they had
spent at the workplace.”

Gertrude remembers how she used the excuse of her pending marriage to resign from her job as a telephone
opetator at post office.

“I did not weant [the] post office: to know that | was going for the London training. 5o | used the excuse of marriage to
resign. | told them | was gaing to get married and would net be allowed by the law to continue working. They pleaded
with me to stay as they worked on changing the faw but | insisted. Twe years later, that provision [of the law] was

scrapped.

Gertrude also worked through the trade union to challenge the denial of housing allowance to married women
whose husbands were working for the government. Cases occurred where marriage relations went sour and women

separated from their husbands. Legally men would continue getting a housing allowance but women would not.

"Far the sake of income tax, the moment you register yourself as Mrs, Gertrude Njuba they assume that MrNjuba is
taking the responsibility to look after you and the famity. The assumption 5 we give this allowance to the man because
he is the one looking after the family so we don’t start taxing him until his salary passes a certain point. As for you the
woman, you are a housewife dnd the man does everything else, yours is just an increment on the family. Yours is taxed
from the lowest possible paint.

Women quietly resisted by not registering as married at the workplace for fear of being fired or denied housing
allowance.

Sherces of Africa's Polwcal Movemems | 17



“The employer doesn’t wan! ta employ a married woman and yet | need to worlk, | went to schoal, | want to warle. So

| maraged fo gat my colleagues in the trade union 1o sit and back it up even men; women but mostly men.”

Although not all the laws were changed at the time, there have since been significant amendments to the labour
laws to accommodate working married women including maternity and paternity leave, consolidated salaries with

housing allowances irrespective of marital status.

Gertrude's Religious, Education and Work Experiences in Context

Like many women growing up in colonial Uganda, Gertrude's experiences are impacted by the colonial state and
its apents the church missionary society and the traditional kingdoms on which the colonial administration
thrived. In her book Colonial and Missionary Education: Women and Domesticity in Uganda, Nakanyike Musisi
describes the colonial state’s emphasis on education for domesticity. Missionaries who championed colonial
education agreed to introduce girls’ education only after assuring traditional chiefs that it would not take girls
away from their domestic roles. Domesticity-oriented education aimed to make girls into good housewives and
keen cultivators. A typical girls' school curriculum reinforced the stereotype that an accomplished woman is a
successful manager of a plantation and an expert cook”. Schocl was a combination of practical domestic work
combined with religious education. Girls' schools were established on large expanses of land, located away from
towns, boys’ schools and what missionaries considered the ‘degenerating influence of the pagan environment’.
As a routine, girls started with gardening before class work. The aim of a missionary-educated woman rhymes
with the ideal image of a woman Gertrude looked up to - “an educated, religious, married and working woman”,
Gertrude repeatedly states that it never occurred to her that she would end up in politics because her desire was

always to be educated, get married, get a job and look after her family.

“I think in those days my decent kind of woman | wanted to be was a marnied Christian woeman, Mothers” Union sort,
and | did achieve it. | was a mother and a Mether's Union member. | liked singing in the church chair, | was a working

woman but | wanted to be a working married Christian woman.”

8

(Nokanyike, 1997)
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Gertrude says that her role model was a lady she had then only heard about - Sarah Ntiro, a woman from Bunyoro.

"All we heard was that Sarah Mtirg got married and she lived a mzunpu (white lady) sort of |festyle. We heard that
she was a Christian, educated, working and that's the type of woman | loved to be.”

Educated women of Gertrude's time envisioned professional roles beyond the home and became more ambitious
than the colonial state had anticipated. Such career goals informed women's response to issues regarding their
families, their workplaces and even state politics. Gertrude's level of education, her career ambitions shaped her
for a greater role as part of the NRA's liberation struggle.

Sucked into Politics: Gertrude's Entry into Active Politics in Uganda
Gertrude says,

“going into-politics was something for people who were nenbelievers; politics was for peeple who didn't know Ged,
that's hiow we were taught, especially married women, Ifyou are to be a good wife you can't bein politics”,

“When ld Amin was overthrown in April 1979, we all jubilated and thought that sighting dead bodies along the roads
would stop, Unfortunately, our happiness did net last long, During the shortdived post-Amin regimes, we saw atrocities
being committed by the very people who had come inas liberatars. My husband, Sam M|uba, in his capacity as chairman
of the Uganda Law Society, was guite eutspoken against the excesses of the regime. Uganda Law Sodety wrote a
docurnent i protest of the killings that were gpoing on at the time and being the chairman, he signed the document
calling on the government to rectify the situation. In May 1980, he was arrested by Paulo Muwanga and detained in
Makindye barracks for same weeks. Although | had grown up an apolitical Christian girl, | was so disgusted by the
regime 1o the extent that [was willing to jein whoever wanted to fight it. | had rever dreamt of getting into politics
but when my husband was arrested | got sucked inte politics. | had no other cheice but to look for possible ways to
get my husband out.

| had maved with my husband from home to attend the first Democratic Party Rally, and on-our way, my husband
was arrested and taken to Makindye military barracks. | was standing by the roadside with a female friend wondering
hiowr | was poing to get my husband out of prisan, Remember that in those days, if someone was arrested, they would
probably be dead in a matter of hours, so it was that urgent. As we fidgeted, 2 yourg military man saw us and asked
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"you women, whit do you want?” The manner in which he asked us looked like, he did nat want his boss to know that
we were talking. | alse locked away from him and teld him that my husband had been arrested, | needed to get him
out. |'was told that a man called Yoweri Museveni could be of lelp, At that time, Museveni was the Viee Chairpersen
of [the govarning] Military Commission which was chaired by Paulo Muwanga, Apparently, it was Muwanga that had
arrested my husband.

Calling on contacts made during her time as an employee of the post office, Gertrude secured a telephone number,
called and made an appointment with Museveni. She asked a female friend to drive her to the appointment at

Mile Mansion but to drop her some distance from the hotel and ensure that neither she nor the vehicle was seen.

"| had tald my friend ‘you drive me’, you know we were wellto-de women, we were driving but | said 'l can’t drive
because | don't knew whether | will come back, This man [Museveni] mightarrest me: So vou drive me but don't comie
near, | don't want them to see which car has brodght me”. So she drave and | got off at the Ministry of Finance because
| was working at the Income Tax Department, which was my office. | left my friend there in the parking and told her
that 'if am not back within a given time, go away because | probably weuld have been taken in and | don’t want them
10 come looking for vou',

| epuld net understand how Museveni would assist me when it was his miilitary commission that arrested Mjuba, but !
pave it a try. |t took me quite a long time to get Yowen Museveni's contact, but when | did, | met him immediately. He
knew Sam Mjuba because they had been at University of Dares-3alaam together, Museven told me that it wasn't peing
to be possible to simply order for the release of Njuba, He only offered that he would arrange for his file to come
befare the military commission for hearing. He therefore helped me pet better access to Njuba in Makindye barradks
and also helped us get the case file for a faster trial. Njuba was released at the time when we were getting ready for

the presidential and parliamentary elections [of 1780,

Following Sam Njuba's release, Sam and Gertrude joined the new political party of Uganda Patriotic Movement
(UPM) with Yoweri Museveni as the party leader.

*Musevan convinced Ue that now that Mjuba had been released, we couldn't get sut of politics because the government
will kniow that once one Is imprisonsd and later released they opt out of politics. [t also became clear that if we were
to remain safe, we had to actively engage in politics to protect ourselves.and our family members. We therefore joined

Museveni's Uganda Patristic Movermnent and Njuba stood for the Kyadondo parliamentary ssat, which he ost.
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According to President Museveni in his book Sowing the Mustard Seed, those involved in the formation of UPM
included Jaberi Bidandi-5sali, Chango Machyo, Joshua Mugyenyi, Father Okoth, Jeremiah Opira, Erisa Kironde,
Rhoda Kalema and Sam and Gertrude Njuba®. Gertrude worked as a political activist for the party while Sam Njuba
stood for the Kyadondo parliamentary seat. UPM was not only new but full of young, educated and communist

youth. The UPM stated goal was to build a country united regardless of religion or tribe and free from imperialists.

*| remembier Rugunda at Makerere during the 1980 elections under UPM. He said 1o the students of Makerers, you
know these peaple have nothing to.accuse Us of because we are a clean group, but becauss they must find somiething to
accuse us of, they have decided to accuse us of being youths. Yes,we plead guilty, they are accusing us of being scaalist,
yes, we plead guilt}', they have accused us of bemnga party of the educated, yES, we plead guilty | emember that ane

very well, And the students were very happy”

Gertrude says that from the outset, UPM made it clear that women were to participate on the same footing as
en.

“The message from UPM was that it did not matter whether you were a womar ar man; pratestant, catholic or atheist,
it did not matter, What matters is that you are & Ugandan and African”

Gertrude adds that

“From that first rally | became a staunch UIPM, why, because from the beginning we were told we were going to work

oh women's emancipation’

Although UPM was a new, unknown party not expected to win the 1980 elections, its leadership used the
election period to recruit more members and made it clear that if elections were rigged, they would fight the new

government.

Together with Mrs Bidandi Ssali, Gertrude monitored the voter registration process during the 1980 election
period.

8

(Museveni, 1997)
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“We were supposed to move around and see that pecple are ready 1o vote. The idea was If people are registering, they
are-ready te vote;, we-can't fight them, we should allow our members ta go and register to vote:

“The second assignment | had was given to Sam MNjuba and | by Museveni after the 1980 elections, Museven) started
preparmg for war but he didnt want to tell people to avaid information feakage: 56 he started 1o pose as if he was
now beginning to settle down, He told us he sven went to the bank to pet a [oan, He made sure that he did things
that would make those in government know that he has given up, But in the meantime he told us to go to Nairobi, a
lot of people had run away once they heard that UPC had taken over power. Most of them ran to Nairobi. He-told us
to go to Mairobi to talk o the varicus people there and see what they think. We needed to persuade them to work
together and not in broken groups so we would not be defeated, | went with MrMjuba by car, and we talked to many
pecple. We stayed there about a weele Althoush people agrsed to the idea of working together, they were sceptical
about working under Museveni whio was perceved 1o be @ communist, S we came back and reported to him that we
only managed to convinee one womar but her hushand refused. Musevent said it is okay we shall do what we can, we
will see how things go. Then we waited, we thought that he was going to tell us that “you people now we are going

but we just heard "Museveni has attacked Kabamba barracks’.

Thus began Gertrude’s involvement in guerrilla activities to liberate Uganda from the Obote administration, As
reported by the Daily Menitor, in a series on "Bush war memories” Gertrude Njuba recounts,

"After the rigged Decemmber 1980 elections, most former UPM candidates were being harassed. Dunng the campaigns,
Museveni said it openly that if anyone ngged the elections he would be opposed using all means. 5o, when his group
attacked Kabamba on February 8, 1787, some of us had already gotten in touch with him. And as soon as news reached
Kamnpala, one of the first people the repime wanted was Sam Mjuba. Soldiers came to our house in Kawuku in Gaaba.
That day, people found me in town and alerted me not to go home. Our neighbourhood had been attacked. Thatis

the time Njuba sneaked out of the country and went into exite i Nairebi,”

Left alone with the children, Gertrude was faced with the challenge of defending herself and her family against the
state. She says that her desire to liberate Uganda from a dictatorship was secondary to what took her - a woman,
a mother and a wife to ‘the bush’. She wanted to protect herself and her family against injustices by the military

state.
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"I did not.go 1o the bush 1o liberate |ganda per se. Penple used 1o say Mwebalelastulwaninira (thank you for fighting
far us). | said, for me | never went cut to fight for anyore. That is the ideotogy that we got from Museven) while in the
bush. For me, | had gone; one, to protect myself and my family but mainly so that | learn this gun and come back and
pay back Paule Muwanga wha hated and had arrested my hushand. [t was Museveni who told me that Muwanga asan

individuzl was also a victim of the palitics of the day.

Gertrude's actions in the liberation struggle were separate to those of her husband who coordinated international
support for the rebellion.

Joining the Liberation Struggle

Being a woman, her education, her foreign experience as well
as her bad leg all helped decide the nature of assignments
Gertrude taok on. As a married mother, older than many of
the youthful recruits of the resistance movement, Gertrude
and fellow combatant Olive Zizinga were ‘'mother figures’
and were given the responsihility of ensuring the safety and
welfare of the Chairman of High Command Yoweri Museveni.
In a Daily Monitor article “Women of the Liberation Struggle”
Gertrude describes one of those important and memorable
assipnments.

was responsible for typing the letter declaring war agamst
the Obote gevernment in 1987, and distributing it to different

embassies in Uganda and other strategic locations, Because of

the sensitivity of the letter, | used a cyclosiyle {sienc| copier] te

publish it™,

? (Daily Maonitar Jonuary 25th 2014)
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In her role as a courier, Gertrude was responsible for carrying the messape from the Chairman of the High
Command officially declaring war against the government. With the assistance of a driver and a car with a forged
number plate, Gertrude hit the streets of Kampala at around 5:30pm with the signed document. Gertrude recalls
the Tanzanian soldiers guarding important buildings and how they never suspected a woman of being the one to
drop a sensitive message of that nature across the city.

Gertrude describes the early days of the bush war:

“When the rebels attacked Kabamba we were still in Kampala and the
first peaple they locked far, were the Mjubas. Government wanted
[Sam] Mjuba badly becavse they knew he had links with the rebels
Fram that day, Mjuba never slept in dur house until we came back
from the war. He had ta run away and eventually ended up in Nairobi
He later went to Papua Mew Guinea —we usually joked and said that

he ranto the end of the warld.

| -did not rurtalong, | stayed. First we thought that | could stay with
the family but it was not possible because soon we realised that they
were looking for me too. Those daws almost nobody was sleeping
in their houses. You would apen it during the daytime and then in
the evening you maved sither to the farest or wherever, You had to
ensure that the house was left open and even leave something on the
table for the soldiers should they come to your house, Tou don't lock
because (fyou lock they break the house. | would leave some maoney,
some whiskey, and some beer then go away from the hiouse. Those
were the first days. At that time, we had a house in Ggaba. People
thought Mjuba was a brilliant fawyer, he worked well. and he was the
chairman of the Uganda Law Society. He had a car, | had a car and

we were doing well.

Mjuba ran and then they started looking for the wife | took my
children to my sister and | also started living like that - today here, the
other day there. In‘the meantime | got sumebody who took me to the
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forest where our people were hiding and | started daing guerrilla work. | would go to the bush, get instructions and
come back to tewn. | started out as a courier within Buganda region based in Kampala: Besides taking information to

and from the bush, | was responsible for recruiting army deserters into our camp

From February to August 19871, | was working between the bush and our varieus contacts in Kampala. There would be

TRMent army angd We weuld ize for them to be 1aken. There were

soldiers who wanted to defect frem the g
soldiers who were not ready to go but [assisted the liberation movement]. We would organize if they got a gun or
some bullets for us. to collect and ferry them to the bush. Soin those manths; | was domg a lot of networking, At first

| used my car, then | couldn't use it anymore because they knew it. At that tme, | thought could not even walk long

listances. Museveni told me 'you can't do guerrilla work ina car’ and | said 'hiow shall | do the work, you are telling me

to go here and there? He told me, ‘wou will wallk'. Slewly | learnt but at first | didn't think | eould walk such distances

Frem A t 1987, there was ai on ‘called

Panda £ i telkd

me you can T stay inkampala, you will be arrested’. And

E

gali™ When Panda Ggali started, Musey

vou know | couldnt run because of this bad I‘-'E'\.- | could
walk but | could not run, | wasa't swaft gnougn to be

able to do guerrilla werk in town

WWhien | werit to the bush, there was a woman called [ay
Mirembe. She was a trained soldier and taught me a ot

because she had joined FRONASA army, the one that

q

fought Armn. We had known sach other during the UPM
days, But the person whio did mast of my guerilla work

Matayo Kyaligonza, In all my networking

] 'JII'II"IE: WS B

assignments, Musevent would give me instructions but

my immediate commander was Kyaligonza.

10

This waos a three-year operation lo eliminate thase epposed to the retum of Obate’s rule
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Gertrude's Encounters with Matayo Kyaligonza

"After war was declared, because we were already working with Museveni during LPM days we got & message from
hirri. Our contact called Abdu Kyeyune came for me and we drove to meet Mzes [Museveni| ina forest in Luweero. |
recall him telling me that he was sending me to apen a front in Muksono. | then tald Rim | had rever held a gun, 1o which
he zaid ‘| will gat some people 1a help you'. Musaveni tald me that| was going w work with a man called Kyaligonza, |
had never szen Kyaligonza before then, but ke said ‘T will direct him to your residence and he will give you the details
of the assignment’, My job was going to nclude collection of information and talking to people quietly 1o find cut who
wants to come and join the liberation war, That included talking to people who were already in goverhment or the
army, who wanted to ga.

| described the place where | was residing to Museveri so he said '| am geing to tell Kyaliganza to come and losk for
you', which he did. There were no mobile phones at the time but Kyaligenza found me in Kikuubo (currest downtown
Kampala), When we met, Kyaligonza said 'we are going to start a carnp lke the one where you found Museveni, We
had to start it along Jinja road, It was a Sunday; we went toa place where we could see a forest benind housss near
Mpoma, Mukono as you take the road that goes to Kayunga. We stapped there and just turned into a certan home
and greeted them, We said we are looking for land but want o buy land with a forest. The man had land that went
dawn to the forest butwas nat selling so he offer=d to take usto his neighbour. Alang the way just before we entered
the forest Kyaliganza told him the truth. As we walked we had been discussing the political situation because it was
a conversation between anybody even if you didn't know them. The man asked us ‘why are you buying land at this
time when things are bad?’ 5o the conversation led us thers and we told bim the truth, that we are going to fight this
government, we want a place [Tarestf to start building our forces.and we shall want many areas, The man asked, how
can we fight a government, and what do we havel And Kyaligonza told him, “We have you" We assured the man that
ofice we get more people, we shall orgariise curselves, get together, once we train a little bitwe shall get the gunsand
we shall be able to fight, The man was called Zeiwa. Zziwa <aid he was not going to take us to the other man because
he didn't knew how his neighbour would react. He offered to give us land on his side of the forest, which was near a
well, and this is the type of place we wanted, S0 we camie back, he talked to his wife and they accepted. That is how

we started the Mukeono read camps".

n Crifical stap of initiation inta the guerrilla war. Frem there on, Gertrude and Kyaligonza recruited in the areas of Mukeno and
Kompalao into their rebel camp. To her, mobilising ond recruitment were much ecsier becouse of the number of government killings and general
insecurity at the lime. Gertrude and Kyaligonzo used a workshop for woodwark as a cover for new recruits uniil they would be taken 1o the
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Womanhood Across Enemy Lines: Faking a Threatened Abortion

"One of these moments | will live to remember occurred in Rubaga. We had made arrangements with one of our
soldiers whio wasstill in the army, he wanted to give us some bullets: He had collected some bullets and this is how we
were arming our peaple's army, So we came a bit early, about 4 o'dadk, We talked to him and he said you can't come
at this time; you need 1o come when it's 2 [ittle bit dark but people were not allowed to mowve a lot at night those days.

We decided 1o wait at the Malwa drinking [gint. We ordered for Malwa (local brew) but you knew it's very easy to
knew when somebody is not drinking. Pecple noticed that we were not malwa drinkers: They were suspecting us but
they didn't wanit to tallc to us openly. Somebady reported us so when it was about 6:30pm we left that place and went
ta pick cur things, YWe picked [and] put[the things] in the back seat. You get the seat off, put the things there, [and] put
back the seat. | was putting on.a traditional dress |busuuti] and was supposed to be pregnant. 5o | was pregnant. Why
are you moving at night? We are going 1o the haspital. Hespital to do what? Because | am hawing a miscarriage, | need
to go immediately, | can't wait for tomaorrow.

Each time we moved into an operation you had a stary and that story was to help you aveid being arrested. Usuaily
when we would be arrested, we would be Interviewed separately so you must have a story that matches, otherwise
they will know you are telling lies.

When | sat in the car, over the bullets, Kyaligonza told me "whatever happers don't get out of the car, even when we
are arrested, don't get out of the car, | will do the talking, Remember, you are very sick, you are pregnant. Even if they
start beating you don't come 'out of the car, because f you come out of the car | am gaing to leave you there.

Kyaligonza was armed. We were with ancther boy, his name was Musoke Deku (R.1.P) who was also armed. When we
drave towards Bakuli, Menge, we found soldiers had just disembarked the truck. They stopped us and asked where we
were going, "Why are you moving at this time get out.’ Kyaligonza knew a bit of Acholi they started talking in Acheli,
Of course at that time | didn't know what they were talking about but he later told us, he told the soldiers ‘we are
going o the hespital this waman has a threatening abortion and we have to go ta the hospital nowrow.” The soldiers
asked, "why did vou leave Mengo Hospital [behind youll” He told them Don't you knew the foolishress of women

camp in Mpoma. With this on-the-job troining, Gertrude soon mastered the ant of guerrillo wor between the comp in Mukano and the urban
residence in Kompala. Gertrude not anly commuted between the two points but also continued warking her government job in the income tax
department).
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instead of taking medicine from here she went to Mulige and now we have to go where her file is". They still insisted
that | came out but remember the instructions were clear ~ for Gertrude, ne maving out of the vehicle, if the soldiers
en the readblock insist, Kyaliganza will drive off, and Deks has instructions to start shooting as soan-as Kyaligonza
start driving. The idea was if we must be arrested we should bie 1aken dead. Forturately we didn’t get to that |evel,
Kyaligonza told the soldier, 'If that weman gets our, there will be blood all over because she is in a bad situation’. They
[shone the torch on| my face and with all the fear, | really looked sick. They told Kyaliganza, "You gentlemen if you are
[uclky to gat to Mulagn don't come back until morning because rebels have been seen around hére and that's why we

have just deployed’.

A Guerrilla in Busuuti

8

|

“We [would] taks soldiers who wers defecting fram the army to join the rebels so | did mostof my
guernlla works in busuuti (women's traditional dress). bt was easier because when you are in Busuut
you attract sympathy. You are a woman, you know, doing yaur business, People don't suspect you
very much. The gasiest way to think of wou is that maybe you are justa housewife or a mother,

Oinie time | was taking three soldiers in my car and we came across a roadblock. Usually when we
took the saldiers we didn't pUt guns in the car; even if the soldiers had come out with their guns
we walld take guns separately. You take the people, drop them, then another time you come and
take the guns or bullets, So that day we had the soldiers and we came 1o a readblock. They asked
rne where | was taking them and | told them, these are my children, who | any taking to my farm
to work. They told me these old peaple cannot be my children, Indesd they were too old to be
iy children, | told the soldiers en the roadblock that they are my husband's children frem anether
worman therefore they are my children. They allowed us to pass,

The following day | came back without the boys and found the same readblock. They asked me 'you
passed here yesterday with people, Where are they! Sometimes you can't say you are clever, God
|ust gives you an answer, It happened that the following Monday was a holiday, so | said you seé |
have small children that | left at home. | can’t leave them for many days but Monday is a heliday and
we wanted to use it to continue the work on the farm. So | left the boys to check on the children.

They said ek. | survived yet again by the grace of God.
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By a Whisker of Luck

“As someane who was doing bush errands, | ran the highest risk of being discovered and captured anytime. |n one
incident, we were taking guns to our camp in Mam ugongo with Kyaligonza. ltwas a'Sundayand we had avoided several
roads preferring to take the road through Gayaza, Shartly after Kalerwe, we fell into an abrupt raadblack. One soldier
asked what we had in the baot of the car 1o which Kyaligonza answered ‘we have guns’, We all laughed and the soldier

simply allowed us through. To him, itwas a huge joke for someene to dare say he was carrying gunsin a car boet,

Settling in the Bush

"One day in April 1982, | wentte Luweero as usual and then Museveni told me that it was becaming too dangerous for
me ta continue aperating in the city. He told me that the operations had become very swift and therefore he wanted
rme b stay in the camp. | had a Prnhlem waith my |Eg anid could ot work ag swlFtiy a5 seme yourg people. By‘that timie,
| had putall my kids inte bearding school and had told my parents and relatives thatit was dangerous for me to remain
in touch with my children, Separation with the children was not easy, but they knew that we had problems. They had
seen us runining fram our house to sleep in the bush. They also knew their father had run into exile. Conditions in the
bush were at first quite difficult since | had until then been a mobiliser and not a fighter. However, | quickly started to
enjoy my, political lessons conducted by Mzee himself, He convincingly explained to us the reasons why we were in the
bush. My first job was actually an administrator to Mzee himself. | actually remained in that job for almost all the time

we were in the bush,

On the Message to the World from the Bush

“While | worked as a courier, | carried the message of why and how we were fighting, In our message, we talked
about the fact that human rights abuses in Uganda were the order of the day. There were so many killings, there was
no freedom, and everybody lived in féar, Having political pewer meant that vou alse had pewer over people’s lives,
Tou could deaide wha would live and who would not. Mainly the killing of people was what tock us to the bush. Then
the fact that elections were not elections, even when we tried, it didn't happen. Peaple vated but something else was
announced. Take for instance when Sam Mjuba contested for Kyadendo constituency, We were [registered in] Mpig
district and that meant that we had to go to Mpig District headquarters to be nominated. VWe lived in Gayaza, but we
could not go along Masaka road to go to Mpigi because we knew we could be arrested on the way, There were many
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roadblocks and that was a trick that was played on many people. They arrested you at a roadblock and they released
youl Two minutes to the closure of the nominaticns. Meminations were conducted in one day. All contestants had 1o be
nominated that day and only at their respective district headquarters. They knew that you were geing 1o mave thraugh
a specific route. Sa what did we do? From Gayaza, we went to Hoima read then through short cuts to Mityana road
through thase small paths ta Mpigh without passing thraugh the roadblack. But remember at that same time there was
a problem of fuel se we had to work hard to make sure we had ensugh fuel before the nomination day', \We managed
1o be pominated and MNjuba cantested but fost the seat,

So the message was always how we were not contented with what Uganda was going through and how we were
fighting it. We told them we are fighting a war that would take time because we wanted people themselves to do their
own fighting. All we were doing is teaching them how to fight. We emphasized that the liberation should not be claimed
by a few and we should net bring in peaple from other countries like we had done before when Tanzanja brought a
new force. We needed to train our own peaple so that they would know how ta remiove this terrible government.

Of course they could not understand, they said ‘but how will you get the guns, how will you do this!’ VWe only assured
them that we would. We said, et people first of all understand the pelitics - the theory of why we are at the level of
development we are at and Europeans are where they are and the Americans are where they are, You can't fight them
because they are too strong: So you fight the guerrilla way, you attack soft targets, when they come to attack you, you
knew they are coming and if you can't manage them, you run away, 5o even the big powers when they come to talk
1o you, you gauge; give in an this and refuse on that, We used to have a slogan "dead people don't fight”. If you want
to liberate people, you must remain alive. At the same tirme, you can't remain alive by running away from the people.
If you are running away you miust run away with your peaple or remain among them fighting and arganizing them,

The other thing, which was made absolutely dear wo every fighter, was that “you are fish, the population is water”,
Water can remain alone and live an but fish without water cannat. 5o if you are fish don't disturb water. If you want to

remain alive, let the water be. Just use it to remain alive but in the end, train the people to liberate themselves.

12 This represents one of the many manoeuvres by the Mjuba fomily ogainst poliical oppression. They circumvented siole oppression
against the right 1o stand to be voted for.

30 | lsisWICCE



The National Resistance Army's focus on Women in the Liberation

When asked whether the National Resistance Army (NRA) set out to intentionally recruit women into the
liberation struggle. Gertrude had her view on this.

“I thirike it was intentional, It was everybaody's war. Il you say It 5 a people’s war-and you exclude a woman, it can’t be
i people's war because in terms of numbers and influence, if women don't want to Tight they will not allow even their
sons 1o join the liberation war. They might tell their sons to join but when their sons come; they will always have mum's
word in their ear. if mummy says there 5 no-alternative we have 1o fight, they will alvays go and fight for mummy.

“What the struggle would have missed had | not joined?”

Gertrude explains, "The rale which | think | Fla}ded well is that | looked after Museverni's personal health, making sure
that even If we are in extreme hardship at least let him get clean water and food. Clean not in terms. of colour, but
boiled. Let there be some little food to eat at least once a day because left alone, he would sometimes miss out on
mizals. There was very little food and you needed somebody to tzke care of that. Majority of the fighters were young
- teenagers, and when you are a teenager, you may nat think about other peaple very much, Mrs.Zizinga and myself
were women, we had ran homes so we were able to plan for tomorrew even with meagre resources.

We were able to curb excesses; when punishments became very harsh, we would come in and sap, no, we-are going
too far, and fortunately they did listen to us. Even the commanders were twenty to twentyfive years old, they were
children and we would sit in the Army High Command meetings and say no, Afande, | think we have gope toad far,

Clive Zizinga and myself were appointed by the NRA High Command to take care of the personal weifare of the
Chairman of the High Command. At first there was a threat and this is how we came to be personally responsible for
him. There was a threat that pecple (among the new recruits) had been sent [into the NRA camp] with poison. Every
day we waould recruit people but then you would not know the people you recrurt. The High Command sat and dedded
that there must be somebody responsible so that when something happens we know it is this one. Being respensible
meant that before he ate anything you had 1o taste it so if you are careless and something bad is put there, you will die
before him. So even if you never wanted to protect him, you would want to protect yourself,

So they appointed me, | had this bad leg se there are things that invelved moving which | could net dewell. 5o my werk
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was usually within the camp. They knew first of all that | was old enocugh, | could see dangeraus things. | was put in
charge then after a few days | realised one persen-can't do it. You can't ensure the security of someone on your awn.
That is when Mrs. Zizinga was brought and then they gave us a young boy to do the running around,

My worst experience in that role was when Museveni fell very sick and almiost died, When his' personal doctor
diagnosed him, he said that Museveni had taken poigon. The commanders said that if it is poizon and these people are
running around not sick, it must be them. The High Command sat and said we must deal with them. Fortunately for
us, the chairman’s problem was not inthe head, itwas in the stomach: So he [Museveni] said okay before you deal with
them get me another medical opinion, They called in DrBatta who had jeined the liberation struggie from Nakaseke
Hospital. The commanders even said ‘in the meantime let these women get away frem the High Command first but
the chairman said no, 'they are the ones who gave me poisen, let them be the ones to bother until | die’. He was very
weak, That was one of the experiences that | will never forget, when nobody wants to talk to you. The inddent was
knowh tovery few cammanders but you could see rage when they were Inoking at you, Dr. Ronald Batta came, he
examined the patient and in a few minutes he said ‘no this is.not peisen, this man's liver has been attacked by amoeba.’
Within 2 days he was up and running and we were exonerated. ifit had not been Museveni to request for the secand

cpinion, we would not have survived, It would have been easier to say, let them dis first,

Qut of the Bush to the External Missions

In 1985, Gertrude left the bush and was deployed to Nairobi. She left the bush at a time when the war had become
more active, involving a lot of walking and running which she could not cope with. Gertrude went to Nairobi along
with Jovia Saleh as an ambassador of NRA to the diaspora’®. By 1985, the NRA leadership realized that they had
lost touch with many people in the external wing. The struggle had advanced se much politically to the extent that
the actors in the bush and theose in the diaspora were no longer thinking the same. The High Command therefore
sat and assigned Gertrude yet again, the responsibility to go and explain to colleagues abroad the progress on the

war front. Gertrude described her role at this time as:

“Explaining to the diaspora why we had chesen to fight a protracted guerrilla war and net gone into urban terrorism
as mostiof them preferred, delivering letters to [then president of Tanzamia] Mwarimu Julivs Nyerere, President Arap
Mai, and others and visiting embassies 1o explain why NRA was fighting the regime of the day.”

13 Daily Monitar February 9th 2004
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From Nairobi, she travelled to Tanzania, Sweden, London, Denmark and Papua New Guinea, ameng others.

"“When we wemnt to the bush, majority of the people were young
and had never travelled but | had a passpert and | could travel | had
beer !_Lf_,lr-:_1._..'_l| s | could manage betier outwde and the others could

manape better inside, So the Mairobi deployment was about putting

people where they can perform bettar,

By the time Gertrude went to Nairobi, she was in charge of the
financial resources of the struggle as well as a custodian of all the

secret documents - letters of the liberation.

"| had al| sarts of letters on mie so in arder to read my letters vou had

to actually capture me but if you don't capture me and am lucky to run

away, | g0 with my letters”
Woman, Wife, Mother and Fighter

The liberation struggle involved a number of women in different capacities. Women actors included Joy Mirembe,
Oliver Zizinga, and Proscovia Nalweyise. In 1982, Jacob Asiimwe brought several students to the bush with a good
number of young women while Dr.Batta came along with several female nurses from Nakaseke hospital'®, Other
women who joined the struggle along the way included notable woman leader, Winnie Byanyima™, In one of her
conversations with scholar Amina Mama entitled Living Feminist Politics’, Byanyima indicares how her entry
into the liberation was resisted by Museveni who argued then that it was not yet safe for women to participate in
the liberation struggle. Byanyima wondered how a woman could hope to be an equal participant in the liberated

14 Daily Menitor, February. Pth 2004, "Dr.Barla came from Nakoseke hospital he was the head of that big hospitel, So one day our
pecple went lo collect medicine and Dr.Barta said, well, after you have taken medicine | am geing lo be killed so you bettertake me toa, dan't
you need o doctor? We soid we cerfainly nesd o dociorn, Then he asked the nurses ‘who wants fo go, these people need medical stalf”. He
came with many staff from the hospital and for the first ime, we had o fully-fledged medical team.”

15 Winnie Byanyima is among the women who were involved in diplomatic waork and political negotiations. She was involved in the
Mairobi peace procass negatiations. The diplomalic wark was not simple, because at thot time Museveni wos perceived as a communist.

[ (Maoma, 2004)
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Uganda that Museveni was trying to build, if she could be told "you cannot
participate in the struggle at this stage because it’s too rough”.

"I remember him teling me that 3 goed woman showld remain in the background and

give suppurt from there’

The experiences of Gertrude Njuba and the many other women of the liberation
movement show them defying the role dictated to them by culture, while others
exploited the image of the ideal African woman to contribute to the success of
the struggle. Women's presence on the frontlines did not leave the conceptions
of women and war the same.

Gertrude recalls:

"We had a big number of women peasants who had groven up deep in the villages.
[hey taught us how to live in the forest because when you have been living in the
village, living in the forest is a step back but not very far. One day in the meeting | said
that we the women are suffering a lot because we need sanitary towels. | remember
Museveni getting shocked. He said | hadn't thought about this at all, how have you
been managing! Fram there on, [t became the duty of the army to look for at least cotton because we said if we gel
cottan we shall manage. And every time our farces went to raid the hospital, we weuld be looking for penidllin and
cotton. We used to have what we referred to as strategic supplies and supplies of a daily nawre. From the time | raised
the issue of sanitary towels, cotton Wwas Upgraded to a strategic supply, Other strategic supplies includad bullets and

puns: Wamen would alse make seap out of the tresbarkscommonly used by men aswell as for laundry work. *

On more than one occasion, Gertrude was summoned to the High Command for sabotaging the effective building
of the army through emotional and motherly expressions inside the rebel camps. Gertrude tells of the many young
soldiers who would break down for whatever reason, cry and needed someone to listen to them. Her concern for
these soldiers, most of whem were lower in rank brought her in conflict with the High Command. She was told
that by attending to the emotions of soldiers, she was obstructing the ideal, hardened image of an army officer.
Gertrude found herself at fault again later, when she was accused of crying along with Olive Zizinga while in
the military camp. Mrs.Zizinga had just received the news of the death of her children. Gertrude sat to comfort
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herand both women, themselves members of the High Command
wept. The duo was reported by the soldiers to the commanders.

"It was an offerse; we wers called Into the court of High Command and
asked why we were crying. They asked us 'why are you crying, do you
want soldiers 1o run away! Mrs.Zizinga sald she was crying because her
children had been killed inwar”

While it was clear that Zizinga was crying for her children, the
court did not understand why Gertrude had been crying too.

"I told the court in Luganda that "while | was trying to comiort her |
broke down nemukaabiraka’. They told me okumukaabirake (crying in

support of someone) doesn't work in the army.”

In defying the masculine norms of the army, Gertrude and her
female colleagues re-defined the nature of war and women's
participation. From the disciplinary cases they won against
acting emotional, to taking personal care of the Chairman of the
High Command, participating in the peace talks and using their
femininity to cross enemy lines, Gertrude and her fellow female combatants were key actors rather than mere
victims of war. Gertrude used her womanhood te survive and to contribute to the success of the liberation struggle,

Women wers not invited to the liberation st'ruggle but rather I:hey forced their way into it While some jnined
because their husbands were in the bush, others decided on their own to take up arms on behalf of the revolution.
Most women served in civilian roles. Some were sent to locate enemy positions and determine their strength.
Women went behind enemy lines to look for food, and some were involved in political organising When soldiers
were injured, they needed to be hidden with families, cared for and t'.ranspnrte:l to hnsgital, tasks women often
did at great risk. Some women were involved in diplomatic work and political negotiations. Women like Proscovia
MNalweyiso, today a brigadier started out as a mobiliser looking for food. She scouted routes for the rebels to ensure
there were no enemies and when she joined the bush struggle, she became the head of the first femnale military

CE'IT.I.P.
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Reflections from Olive Zizinga and Matayo Kyaligonza

Captain Olive Zizinga, and Gertrude Njuba were the only two women on the NEA High Command. The High
Command was composed of 12 members with Yoweri Museveni as the Chairman. Zizinga remembers that when
she first met with Gertrude in the bush, the two women were not immediately deployed.

“They didn’t give us any responsibility. At first we were in the political wing and we would attend meetings in the camp.
Mizee [Museveni] knew thal MrsiNjuba and | were married women se he asked us 'don’t you know that | have to return
you to your husbands after the war!’ 5o in the end, we deployed ourselves. 'We saw how the young scldiers were
preparing the meals of the Chairman of High Command and we felt we needed to intervene. The young man had a
kettle where he boiled water so they put tea leaves and onee the tea s warmn they take to him but the water would be
unboiled. As married women, we decided “why can't we go through his food?” We requested to take care of the foed
of the Chairman of High Command and the High Command gave us permission.

Zizinga also remembers the time when she and Gertrude Njuba were accused of poisoning the Chairman of the
High Command, only to be saved by a second opinion. Zizinga argues that had it not been the two women taking
turns to watch over Museveni day and night as he took his medicine, he would have been claimed by the rivalries
in the rebel ranks.

Zizinga notes of Gertrude

“She was good at reading letters. shie used to keep civillan secrets and she never told me what was in those letters. She
was 5o pood that a secret was a secret despite the friendship we had,”

“Museven one time sajd that those twi women [Zizinga and Gertrude Njuba)|are the lives of this country” Zizinga
says. "[t's my conviction that it we were not there, Museven) wouldn't have won the war 100%,"

“There was information circulating amongst the gevernment forces that wherever you see those two women, that's
where Museveniwill be."

Zizinga and Gertrude Njuba served the High Command at great personal risk. They formed part of his security
detail and ensured that no poisen reached him. In effect, these two women risked their lives for the liberation
struggle,
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Brigadier Kyaligonza on Gertrude Njuba's Clandestine Missions

Brigadier Matayo Kyaligonza one of the NRA commanders now Uganda's ambassador to Burundi says this of
Gertrude's contribution to the struggle:

"It is true she started with me. | wold assign her duties. \When she went to Kampala, she would get in touch with
fellowss wha wanted to join the struggle and saldiers running from the government army. One day when we were
around Kalerwe, on Gayara road, there was a roadblock which we could not-avoid, We were going to orne of cur
ramps, to take & few things 1o the fighters.

| told her to pretend she was pregnant so she got some doths and put them under her dress. | said | was taking her to
Incal docters for treatment and then they asked me what doyou have | said | had guns. | put my pistol on the dashboard
and they just laughed off, they thought | was ane of them. ltwas by mere luck and they let us through, Mrs.Njuba was
dying in shock because she thought | would either choose te fight or run away but then | knew she would not run
because she was Incapacdtated.

It was just by sheer luck becauss there are certain things which seme of us did and when you reflect you start
wondering, was | mad{

She was always getting in touch with me in Mamugonga eamp, she would get people and direct them there. She would
bring themn in her husband's car When her husband ran away she-still remained behind. We made-arrangements for
her 1o go to the bush and wher she went there we asked her ta be part of the High Command. She becarme part of
our fighters but nat active fighters except for politics.

She would po to wanainchi [ordinary pecple] tell them our political doctring with some people like Mases Kigengo and
Mr.Kibiranga. We would go to the villages and teach the people why we are in the bush fighting, talk abouit the bad
government and democratic rights of the people: So essentially, Mrs.Njuba was part of the urban guerrilla warfare. She
coordinated a lot especially with soldiers whio were running away from persecution er running away fram other units,
She alse had key contacts throughout Kampala like DrMakumbi and at times Dr, Luyombya. There is another doctor
who was a gynaecologist whe used to live around Kiira road oppesite the museum, Those were the main operatives.

There is a time whan Mrs.Njubza and Lizinga were accused of wanting to poison the chairman so the High Command
decided that whoever did that must be executed. Mrs:Njuba was being accused when the Chairman of the High
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Command was sick and her respaet for me is ust because | prevafled aver all those accusations, and the Charman also
eould nat accept that Mrs.Njuba can censpire to kil him:

Generally, | worked with Mrs Muba in urban dlandestine work. Sometimes when we were caught between the waves
we could not manage to-avo :lm’:- tried all sorts of strategies ta survive

Gertrude after the War: Women in Paost-liberation Governance

Towards the end of war, after the Nairabi peace talks failed, Njuba was summoned to a meeting in Masaka along
with the other members of the High Command. A unanimous decision was taken by the High Command and
National Resistance Coundil (NRC) that NRA should march into Kampala, Two weeks after the meeting Gertrude
Njuba returned to Nairobi. The army advanced towards Kampalaand captured it on 26 January 1986. Immediately
after the end of war, Museveni made quick political capital with urban women. In respense to their participation
in the liberation struggle, he appointed women who were strong NRM supporters to very prominent positions.

Gertrude Njuba, was appointed Deputy Minister of Industry, Betty Bigombe was tasked with pacification of the
MNorth, and Victoria Sekitoleko became Minister of Agriculture. Two years later, Museveni appointed two women
lawyers (Miria Matembe and Mary Maitum) to the Constitutional Commission and also created a Ministry of
Women in Development. Gertrude Njuba later served as the Deputy Minister for Rehabilitation and Deputy
Minister in the Office of Prime Minister.

Gertrude notes that while everyone can contribute to the liberation strugples in a variety of responsibilities, there
are various factors that determine one’s participation in the post-war government. The formal requirements of
functiuning ina Pui:u]ic office which include a certain level of education meant that some of those who contributed
to the armed struggle would not be among these picked to constitute a new ruling government. As Brigadier Olive

Zizinga puts it
“when the liberation ended, most of us women started to lock for their academic qualifications in vain,”

With an Ordinary level education®, Gertrude was appointed deputy minister. Government efforts to encourage

| i
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former female combatants to return to school were still hampered by the cultural norms in Uganda. While many
of them were recruited at a young age, by the end of the war, these women, many of whom were now mothers felt
too old to get back into the education system.

Women's position post-1986 liberation is described as a bag of mixed fortunes. Byanyima says,

“When we came to power, there was 3 need to neutralize the existing dominant political forces. Mobilising previoust
: v Ca O PCWWET, TRE val e e Fi. ST F | : PRSNG| LIS

excluded groups was seen as a key strategy 1o neutralize the old political forces: So the project was not really to

empower women in their own right - the real agenda was to empower
B e e ey et = i 3o = e e = i T
the grassroots in order to neutralize elitist forces. VWomen were thus a

instrurnent for another political agenda, '™

She addﬁ- i]'l.ﬂ.t EVET] W]'Iﬂf‘ Spaces were E‘E‘lng npened 'FDT WOMmen 1n thE
state, their capacity to organize autonomously was being challenged.
They were being co-opted. Politics of co-option and patronage is seen
as one of the barriers to women's effective engagement in Ugandan
politics®™. In the context of militarism and patronage, only those
with the approval of the state are able to seek appointments and
enjoy political privilege. In exchange for this patronage women who

participate are expected to perform to a set tune.

Museveni, staying silent about Gertrude Njuba's role, wrote this about
the late Eriya Kategaya and his critical role in urban clandestine work

ticularly impartant role to play in the strugple,

EEIE
i

He was in the bush m

“Ertya Kategava had a

although- he never-teok part in the actual fighting,

school
18 Moma, 2004
19 Isis-WICCE, 2014
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Pelitics of co-option
and patronage

is seen as ane of
the barfers to
women's effective
engagement in
Ugandan politics
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Luweera for same manths but more as a political than a military lsader. Mostly he was
doing clandestine work in the town. either in Kampala or Naircbl, What many people did
not realise at the time was that being in town was in fact mare dangerous than fighting
in the bush. I the bush, & radre s free 1o defend himsell and there |s & certain safety in
numbers. When doing urban clandestine wark, on the other hand, the cadre is really an his
or her own and survival really depends on total concealment. The contaets that are made
may not abways be refiable and then cadres are very vulnerable becatise the contact has
information about their identity and movements. If & cadre were folind out by the regme,
there would be no questions, trial or Investigations, simply execution — and thus it was

extremely dan gen:nus,}"'"

Museveni adds,

“that kind of work nesds a person with a specal kind of courage, patience, and stability.
Kategaya is just such @ man and as such he has always been central to the work we have
dene over the years’.

A similar description would befit the person of Gertrude Njuba, who played a similar
role and more despite limitations placed on her by her gender and physical disability. The
documentation of the critical actors in theliberatien struggle keeps silent Gertrude Mjuba's
role and values the roles of men over women like her, but we will not. Her contributions in

the war and since, are worthy of mention and celebration.

20
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Margaret
Dongo:

A Colonial and Postcolonial
Rebel's Journey

“Ilwould like to say to this Parliament

today that when | die | kr ople

will be happy because

they think

yo much but | will not

g what | know is the truth




Margaret is a freedom
fighter who joined the
natioralstindependence
struggle for Zimbabwe at
the age of 15. 2 founding
member of the Wamen
inthe Mauonal Liberation
War Collabarstors
Association.
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Margaret Dongo'’s journey tells many stories alongside her own. Born on the 14th of
March 1960 in Zimbabwe, she is the daughter of former political activists. Marparet is
a freedom fighter who joined the nationalist independence struggle for Zimbabwe at the
age of 15, a founding member of the Women in the National Liberation War Collaborators
Assaciation, facilitator for the Movement of Independent Electoral Candidates (MIEC),
Presidential candidate for Zimbabwe Union of Democrats (ZUD) the party she founded,
and former parliamentarian. Many have regarded Margaret as by far, one of the most
formidable and ‘rebellious' women leaders in the public life of Zimbabwe. Her story is an

astonishing record of courage, resilience, iron determination and achievement.

Bern into Palitics

Margaret was born a year before the Zimbabwe African People’s Union (ZAPU), the
party that would come to lead Zimbabwe's struggle for independence, was constituted.
She speaks of herself as being strong willed, stubborn, highly intuitive and opinionated
right from childhood, traits that followed her into adult life. Her parents were partners
in marriage but also independent from each other. “While my father was one of the
founding members of the African National Council (ANC) led by Ndabaningi Sithole, my
mather supported the opposition, United African Mational Council (UANC), headed by
Bishop Abel Muzorewa” she explains. This reality taught Margaret to be comfortable with
disagreement and difference of opinion.

Born Margaret Mutetwa in Manicaland provinee, she is the third child in a family of
eight siblings. Her father was a builder and her mother took care of orphans at a mission
hospital. She was raised in a household that was also the meeting place for nationalist
freedom fighters. She remembers that as a young girl of around seven years old, she would
hear her father in conversation and strategy meetings with the Black Nationalist leader
and revolutionary, Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole.



“They would sit at the dining room table discussing the ways in which they were going ta bring about an end ta racal
oppression and segregation by the eslonlalists” remembers Margaret. Rev Sithols, founded the Zimbabwee African
Mational Union (ZANL), a black milizant political organization that in July 1963 led an uprising in opposition o the
Rhodesian gavernment.

"Our home was a hub where numercus meetings took place in the lounge and just as often my father was arrested
by police who came in their khaki shorts and disrupted every meeting they found eut about. It became my chore as a
seven year old to take food to my father in the prison cells. | remember how scared and angry | was that before school
each morning | had to take food to my father. Above all | remember being aware that this was happening because we
were black, It was a feeling | was to know many times during. my life - the fear, the frustration, the consciousness of
injustice; and the profound instinctive belief that things needed to change.”

Her memeries include horrible experiences of the intimidation and degradation of black people.

[The] things that had happened intown. Somebady was walking and they were harassed, there were vialent beatings,
even spitting inthe face and all these other things. That time, you know, the [colonial| regime had intense surveillance
to the extent that each time there was @ meeting in our hamie, | could fell that we were going to have a raid, The CID's
{eriminal investigation department) the MaBhunus (colonial police foree), Ma Joni (police) would came.”

“When my mother, who was in her ninth month of pregnancy and engaged in many income-genarating projects
including planting crops, fell while trying to run away from municipal police | felt the frustration of being a racal secand
class dtizen, We would have to go 1o the open spaces that we were (llegally cultivating as early as4 a.m. because, by 7
a.m,, the Municipal Police would start te patral. \We cultivated in terror but we had no choice, this was about survival,
On this day my mother feared she would go into labour before she had finished cultivating her land so we stayed langer
than usual and had to run when the patrol officers appeared. My mother fell which induced her labaur and she ended
up delivering the following day. That incident really upset me | thaught, *| can't kesp watching my mum go through
this."
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Joining the Struggle: The Power of Conviction

As a teenager in boarding school, Betty, a friend of Margaret's
brought up the idea of joining the freedom fighters. They
then made a plan to leave and join the liberation struggle
as did many other youth their age. At this time, freedom
fighters often came into schools to inspive students to join
the liberation struggle and large numbers disappeared to
join. Marparet derided that if she was going to join the wary, it
would be for the sake of her parents whom she had watched
suffer under colonial rule. Margaret and her friends packed
their bags at night and stole away from their boarding school
setting out on a journey of over 300 kilometres to join the
Zimbabwe African National Liberation Army. She recounts,

“The things we had were heavy for us, We could not carry them.
Even the food was heavy and we were extremely tired. Yet we
remained fizated on the destination, walking by might and resting
by day far fear of being caught before we reached the Mozambican

border”

Intolerance for segregation and a desire for her parents to
live a life of dignity drove Margaret through the dark and
transformative years of her adelescence. The liberation war
had a precious mystique in the minds and hearts of the public
as it did for Margaret. There was a palpable excitement about
the imminent end of racial domination and oppression. But
what a young Margaret and her friends discovered when in
1975, they crossed the border into the training camps in
Mozambique was brutal suffering. They discovered the harsh
realities of the training camps.
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éken to the barracks and interrogated. It was then
gan to see the horrors. Young boys and girls who

-'f;:éChOOi were now in refugee camps. | saw one of the
f my former school. He was in rags and said to me,
why did you come?” | replied, “You didn’t write and
to... We wouldn't have come.” And | really meant it."

l* have prepared Margaret for this life.

o shelter, you are almost living like an animal, there is
ences in terms of sex - a woman and a man are treated
E: manner. | thought life was going to be easy - it wasn't
me it was about the ideals of the liberation struggle.”

conversion into a cadre of the Zimbabwe African
iberation Army (ZANLA) began at the new arrivals
g}- in Mozambique. She changed her birth name and
Er'n rade Tichaona Muhondo, meaning ‘we will get even
Jefront’. She went through security vetting to ensure
t her friends were not enemy agents. Once cleared, she
1 o Chibawawa refugee camp.

ditions there were no better than they had been at the
centre. There was never enough of anything, not food,
thing, nor bedding. There were thin, flea-infested blankets
carcely-resourced kitchen which sometimes had no foo
ﬂ""‘l" Uman consumption. You could boil the monkey peas f

NWodaP8%nd they would still be raw’, she explains, ‘but you ha
h eat bgcause there was absolutely nothing else.’

fter a few months at the Chibawawa camp Margaret
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B

‘ -"J' "Af"- : & ' TJ. o !fﬁ."_ e .



Grounded by Experience

46

At Chimoio Military Camp, Margaret came face to face with the worst oppression of women within the struggle
for liberation. The leaders of the freedom movements designed to emancipate people from demination were also
the abusers of young female recruits. A powerful and aggressive network of leaders, often working in alliances
with women operatives, was in charge of rounding up and selecting young female recruits for the ‘entertainment’
of the generals. Tears well up in Margaret's eyes as she remembers the collective humiliation girls went through,
living under predators who organized the rapes of young recruits. It was a crime that was understood, almost
condonead. A erime that was not spoken of then and even today.

“A whistle would Blow and we knew we had to run and hide. If you didn't hide, that was i, says Margaret

Margaret summoned all her strength and wits to resist becoming a trinket for an influential, lustful man. A man
who would, once independence came, continue to have command over her political opportunities and destiny.
Margaret was as rebellious as ever. She dismissed sexual advances and fought against any kind of abuse with the
contempt that she knew they rightly deserved. Her defiance came at a price.

“| wais selected 1o go overseas for further military and etducational training. [t was meant ta be in Yugoslavia, The man
told me that because | had refused him | would never set foot on an airplane. Instead he had me shipped off to another
Mozambican military camp called Dorsi camp. There | saw death™

In Dorei Camp Margaret became a military nurse, trained by the veteran physician Dr Mudzingwa (now deceased).
There she ran the camp’s hospital post. From 1977 to 1978, she served in the Tete province of Mozambique,
receiving and treating guerrilla fighters injured on the frontlines of a gruesome battle for independence.

"It was terrible. You would see people with their intestines leaking out of their stamachs; crying in agony,people with
broken legs, broken limbs. People sick with diseases we did not know even existed. We learned ta bury peaple without
coffing. Difficult as it was it was a very good experience because it strengihened me both mertally and physically.”

Margaret's skills as a soldier grew. She would wake up at 3a.m. and take part in the training drills.

“We had to run, even if we were hungry we had 1o continue the journey betause we were deep in 4 jungle. If you did

not keep up with the rest. you weuld be killed by wild animals.”
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Margaret was handed her first gun. She remembers the feeling of cradling it in her hands.

“The first time | held my gun, | knew 1t meant freedom. Freedom for me. Freedom for My family, Freedam for my
country,”

But how does Margaret reconcile her military background with the widely held notion that women should be
peacemakers not war brokers?

"it's simple. | was defending myself against an-enemy. Wamen must be brave and strong and courageaus encugh to
defend themselves fram any encmy”,

Towards the end of the 1970s, word started to spread in the bush war camps that the colonial powers and the
liberation movements had struck a deal te hand over power to a Black majority government. The peace talks were
to be held at a place called Lancaster in the United Kingdom. Margaret grieves that in spite of all the contributions
women made to achieve this pivotal accomplishment, not one woman was included in the peace talks.

“When we were in the struggle thers were ne rubber buliets for women, The training was the same and you could not
train wormen differently. If anything, it was even more difficult for wemen, as thers-was no rule of [aw — there was only
ungle law. While we were fighting the nationalist struggle women had to fight other struggles that were playmg out on
cur bodies. We were fighting to end colonial rule..Jand] fighting to survive sexual predators from amengst our own at
the same struggle though, Itis after the struggle that the differences between how wemen and men are treated could
no longer be ignored. That is my motivation for fighting gender inequality and injustice. Now it's a question of what the
government can give you. Nowwe have to go to Beijing and SADC in search of equal rights forwomen. In the struggle
we were all equal m how we contributed,

Right after independence all those diseriminatory laws should have been repealed because if the liberation struggle
did not have woemen involved, we wiuld still be ﬁghﬁng. And yet even though we are in a liberated country, we are
still begging. | am talking from a former freedom fighter's perspective. \What we gained was political power butwe are
not liberated, We didn't manage to get that power shared with waomen, we didn't get ecenamic power, We reed a
second struggle, which the feminists need 1o take up. We need the three 's — courage, commitment and confidence -
otherwise, we will keep asking for protocols and treaties which are not implemented. This is where women's leadership
becomes:eritical’
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A Decade of Political Leadership

418

Margaret had left Rhodesia, soon to be Zimbabwe, as a
teenager. She returned five years later as a woman matured
by the bartlefields. She had given up her childhood, her
education and her comforts to fight for her country's
freedom. Even so, she took the news of the ceasefire with
a sense of scepticism as leaders jockeved for power in the
new government. Margaret began to think carefully about
her next manceuvre.

Once home, she enrolled in a secretarial school and took a
typing course, obtaining a diploma. According to a friend,
Joyce Makwenda,

Going back to school was extremely important

remamng relevant and prepanng Ma

politics without beng margmahsed on gro

gualification’,

With the academic gualification in hand she went to work. Remaining loyal to the ruling ZANU PF party, she
performed a variety of duties and responsibilities. She worked as a receptionist with the Zimbabwe Inter-Africa
News Agency (ZIANA) from 1980 to 1982, From 1982 to 1983, she worked as a proof-reader of the Hansard, the
parliamentary journal, in the offices of the ruling party’s commercial printing firm, Jongwe Printers. Her attention
to detail and work ethic led to Margaret’s service in the office of the then Prime Minister, Robert Mugabe from
1983 to 1990, She was officially an aide, Unofficially, she was intelligence operative, It was here that she worked
most closely with Zimbabwe's first lady, Sally Heyfron Mugabe, the Prime Minister's much-adored Ghanaian first
wife. These were important years for Margaret's social, political and emotional growth. It was in these years that
Margaret's leadership aspirations and journey began to grow.

"Sally Mugabe groomed me to be a palitician, She told me she wanted me to run for political office, | asked her how

she believed | could run when | was so She told me she believed in'me-and thought | was talented enough’
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At that time Margaret had started an organisation for women war veterans because they had become destitute,
their homes destroyed.

{_omm

The first lady ca

“The arganisation was severely attacked for anly focusing on the plght of women

war velerans so | changed Its name o War Veteran which |3-a.'.11'i'-|. Its own

struggles. Many accusations were made against me by the government, 'She has
st them 1'35t_-||||3r re) 1:5f t us.' [They said about the orgamsation] | was not

bro

intimidated by the harassment, | Erew up in that cantext,’

'| de

elected at the district level. Three weeks later, | was elected at th

aded to run for poltical office and the veterans campaigne me. | was

& provinca
level and soon after inte. Congress. Fellowing » vh-.:h | was elected a5 a Centra
tee member. This shodded a ot of people. They said | was supposed to
sed by the whole ||:r et -'|| bo 'i‘r The-First | ady called me a
warned me, she said, 'Can you prepare for that fight? [fsc | will support you.
meeting the followi

hand up and kept t v hwcn | was being igneored. Sally Mupgabe sent me a note

have been endor

seaker after speaker refused to endorse me. | put my

encouraging me to keep my hand up as she was convinced they would become

embarrassed and eventually let me speak

Finally | was given an opportunity ta speak and fnj "Your Excellency, | am glad

yiall Ii].fl' \‘ VEO e '.|""“' artuni 1; o = 'll'ui‘ Y"ﬁ T YOuUng; Dut |.| me ask

you: when | decided to become a fighter, none of you recruited me. | walked
from Ct hipinge 1o Mozambigue to fight for |iberation while some of you avoided
death by boarding planes and going to Lendon and educating yourselves, Others
got jobs and when the war was coming to an =nd those who had fnends in
H:u.-mt.; ue were called back to grab opportunities because we wereaboutto

become independent.’ There was loud applause and ane lady from Zimbabwe

African Peoples Union (ZAFPW) stoed up and said, ™y sister, you are right. | was

in solitary confinement for 11 years. My children have mien
ed me at mght and said "M

Zimbabwe had ten women like you, After this moment there ‘was no tw rning

health prooclems.

et, | am proud of you. | wish

back: | ki

ew many more challenges would follow but | was not afrad,”
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As Margaret committed to a political career, the health of her mentor and biggest supporter was deteriorating.
Sally Mugabe, chronically ill with kidney failure that took her away from her public life and duties, would not live
long enough to see Margaret serve her first term as a Member of Parliament. Margaret entered parliament in 1990
along with a number of war veterans following pressure on the ruling party to allow war veterans to participate in
parliamentary elections without hindrance. During her first term Margaret’s source of inspiration Sally Mugabe
died leaving Margaret feeling alone and bereft. Yet encouraged by the faith Sally had in her she forped ahead.

Margaret brought the dynamism of her complex identities to a Parliament that was conservative. She challenged
the ZANU PF leadership on the contentious issues of corruption, women's human rights, and building a democracy
that carries out the wishes of its citizens. Margaret spoke about the plight of war veterans and challenged the
nationalists in parliamentary debate on the subject, particularly Mathan Shamuyarira who was one of Robert
Mugabe's recruits perceived by the war veterans as a sell-out. Margaret’s challenging the old guard nationalists
marked a turning point in the war veterans struggle against the elite politicians®’. In August of 1993 the Defense
Amendment bill was tabled in parliament proposing to reorganize the command structure of the defense forces
bringing the Army and Air Force under one command. Margaret raised concerns:

“Too much power can corrupt and given how much carruption and abuse of power already exists in Zimbabwe, how
will we ensure accountability from an individual awarded so much power?

Margaret was fearless and asked guestions many others would not have the courage to ask. Margaret served in key
parliamentary committees, always bringing questions and evidence and demanding answers and accountability. On
the Public Accounts Committee, she scrutinized budget allocations for bids that benefited the elite over the needs
of impoverished communities. On the Parliamentary Reform Committee she proposed that Parliamentarians
SPend an allotment of their time w::nriting inside their constituencies rather than in the comfort of their caPital
city offices. She said MPs needed to be grounded and in touch with the realities of the communities that voted for
them.

"Margaret s very authentic, she does net "dust’ her weiting, speeches and responses to the media, She gives itas itis”,
attests her friend and fellow ferminist activist Hope Chigudu.

21

W Sadombo War Veterans in Zimbabwae's Revolution: Challenging Meo-colonialism and settler and infermnatianal copital 2011
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An Independent Candidate

As aresult of her loud voice and radical proposals on behalf of the ordinary Zimbabwean, she fell out with the ZANU
PF leadership. In the 1995 election, she was dropped from the selection lists for the parliamentary elections as
ZANU PF candidare for the Harare South constituency™ and replaced by a woman ex-combatant Vivian Mwashita
who held a similar profile. Like Margaret, Vivian was a ZIPA-period® recruit from Manicaland province. It seemed
that once again, Margaret’s comrades had become her enemies.

Where many would have surrendered, Margaret refused to be silenced. She set up the Movement of Independent
Electoral Candidates (MIEC) and took to the contest as an independent candidate, going head-to-head against
an official of her former ZANU PF party. “Zimbabweans really admired her for extreme courage and refusal to be
subjugated” says Chipo Mapfumo, a therapist based in Harare.

“Bue to the fact that | was cutspoken in parliament, | became the first woeman in independent Zimbabwe to be petrol
bombed, though | was fortunate encugh to escape. | remember it very well, it was on the 15th of August 1995 Even
though | am a freedam fighter, they had the audacity to throw a petrol bomb at me. | fell'out of faveur with the ruling
party in-the early 20's when | disagreed with them regarding corrugtion, nepatism and tribalism | became a victim of
their insults and attacks. But | continued.'

Her opponents did not stop there. Crowds of people were deployed to her campaign rallies and to her residential
neighbourhood where they taunted her, called her a whore and threatened her with physical violence. The election
was rigged and she lost. She went to the High Court, successfully challenging the results and forcing a re-run.
“That she was able to collect and amass evidence, credible evidence of the rigging is a graphic statement of how
much energy she was capable of deploying especially given the political circumstances” says Hon Mulwekwezeke™
a former parliamentarian and colleague of Margaret.

“In 1995 | had to run as an independent candidate; the first Independent Member of Parliament in an Independent

22 Zimbobwe operates under a system of praporfional representation in which porties make lists of candidates to be elected, and seats
get ollocoled o eoch parly in proportion to the number of voles the party receives.

23 In 1975 a movement of young Marxist-inspired guerrillas farmed the Zimbabwe pecple's army [ZIPA)

Za Hon 5§ Mukwekwezeke is o former member of parlioment who served in parlioment with Margaret during the 1995 — 2000 term
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Taking a Leap for Women's Rights

In 2002 Margaret earned her Master's
degree after taking an academic sabbatical
to study for a Master in Public Policy
(MPP) degree at Harvard University in the
United States. She returned to Zimbabwe
emboldened. Memories of her experiences
in the liberation struggle fighting both the
colonial state and sexual violence within the
liberation movement still stung.

Thecontinued refusal toaccord former female
combatants the same respect and privileges
as men who fought in the liberation was
still a sore injustice. Even women who made
it to parliament found themselves being
ridiculed and their opinions trivialized,
“You are a bitch, go and cook in your house,”
Margaret remembers being told. Margaret
decided it was time to take on a legal battle
for women of Zimbabwe.

‘Her unassuming down to earth nature but
above all | think her fearlessness in picking up a
fight when matters of pnnciple are under sieze

and her hatred for corruption

the crown 5 Hon Mulowsk
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Mother, Wife, Friend and Fighter

54

Marparet challenged Zimbabwe's Guardianship of Minors Act in the Supreme Court after the Repistrar General,
Tobaiwa Mudede, barred her from assisting her son to apply for a passport on the grounds that she was not
lawfully his guardian. The Guardianship of Minors Act at the time stated that the father of children born of legal
union is their guardian and his consent must be given for legal acts performed on behalf of the child. Together
with the Zimbabwe Women Lawyers” Association (ZWLA) Marparet arpued that Zimbabwe wrongfully denied
married women the right to help their minor children acquire passports. They argued that the Guardianship of
Minors Act discriminated against women on the basis of their gender, and violated Zimbabwe's constitution. In a
landmark decision in 2010, the court ruled that both men and women who are custodians of minor children could
assist those children to obtain a passport. The decision did not change the guardianship law, which would have
been a greater victory however, allowing women to obtain travel documents for their minor children was no small
victory for women who had experienced humiliation due to unavailable or unwilling fathers. "Vesevasinavana
Babandatimiraiuko (all those without fathers please stand aside)”, would echo through the passport office as
women tried to explain in quiet voices that they needed a passport for a minor child whose father was estranged
or just absent. After Margaret's battle women no longer need to fear such incidents and can be sure of recourse
should they occur.

Margaret is not just a politician but also a social activist, a wife, mother,
sister, auntieand friend. She supports her family both nuclear and extended.
Her sons adore her as does her husband. In the words of a close friend Joyce
Malowenda, "Margaret is a loyal friend, she is someone | can call at any time.
She likes to see other women achieving. When I am working on a project it
does not matter how complicated, she will give me support”.

Margaret is also invelved in organising women in economic activities.
Many speak in praise of her, “We were trying to organise and not going far.
When Margaret came into our community she maobilised us and now we
are making some money from the land”, says Chipo Mapeosa a woman in
Mondoro, an area where Margaret has her small farm.

“Margaret is a friend, colleague, wife and comparion,” says her hushand Casper
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Lessons for Women's Movements

Mationalist narratives of struggle and liberation often miss the experiences of the subordinated. Margaret's
narrative shows this. In the words of Patricia Mcfadden™, "l do not think that liberation struggles puarantee the
reconstruction of egalitarian societies. This is the lesson that we have learned in Africa.” McFadden emphasises
that after liberation wars it becomes clear that the wars do not inevitably lead to egalitarian societies that are non-
sexist despite the stated intentions of liberation movements. What does this mean for how women's movements
engage in nationalist discourses, which see women who agitate for equality as problematic? How do they ensure
that women's experiences are not erased? One solution may be the deliberate creation of spaces within nationalist
movements for fermninism. Women have always been a part of nationalist movements and are egually entitled to
benefit from their success.

As the Zimbabwean nationalist movement demonstrates "women who are not empowered to organise during the
struggle will not be empowered to organise after the struggle"’. A third of the 20,000 guerrillas in Zimbabwe were
women?®®. This number does not account for positions of power which remained the preserve of men. From these
positions men defined the ‘cornmon history’ designed to unite the new Zimbabwe; in which women's contributions
were erased and therefore not valued or rewarded. It is not encugh for women to be part of nationalist struggles
as we have seen how women's bodies and contributions can be used to legitimise nationalist movements without
benefit for them.

Still, conflict and national struggle destabilises patriarchy and women’s position in societies shift during such
times. Women who do manage to challenge traditional ideas about gender during the struggle are confronted
with efforts to re-domesticate them once they return. A fierce debate in 1981 in Zimbabwe on whether former-
combatants made good wives shows that the status of these women in society was changed by the liberation war,
yet the responses in this debate tell us that while men returned from the struggle as heroes, women returned
as ‘murderers and prostitutes’. The ‘tomb of the unknown soldier’ in Zimbabwe memorialises those who lost
their lives in the liberation struggle. While the two men on the statue wear combat uniform, the one woman is

26
27
28

P Mcfadden® M Tillinghast, ‘Women ond liberation movements’ 1291 Yale Journal of Law and Liberation Vol 2
McClintack, 1991 page 122
Reportad by Dr Moomi Mhiwatiwe, Deputy Minister of Wemen's affairs
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depic -aﬁfhfeaﬂﬂg a dress yet the women who fought did not wear dresses in combat, Post-conflict
experiences of women like Margaret and many others demonstrate a show that women from
liberation movements need to be recognized and protected. In the words of Hope Chigudu,

"These women often end up forgotten, poverty stricken and deeply traumatised by their
experiences, Women's movernents are the beneficiaries of the strugeles of foremothiers
whose herstory must be recaimed and we have to understand why this herstary has
been invisible: This is critical given that womens mavements pick up from where
women liberators left off’,

=

iz il e The Battle is Far from Over
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essie
Majome:

Destined for Leadership

“Lea

ership is a practice based on
the premise that everything one
does matters. Even in the face of
have a stance

challenge, one should

and remain true to oneself."

Jessie Majome
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Bearing the Right Name

38

Anchored by the power of two women, Jessie bears the name of both her maternal and paternal prandmothers.

"My mother's mother was called Jesman anet my father's mother was called |essie. My father's side of the family claim
that | am named after his mather and mother's family make the same claim.”

Jessie's father adds,

"My family treasures Jessie: she is the living memory of my late mather, so she is seen as the mother of the entre

family,"

Jessie was born at Harare Hospital on the 20th of December 1971. Her mother, a formidable woman and one of
the founders of a famous girls' secondary scheol, was a nurse and midwife at Harare Hospital.

“Before Zimbabwe attained independence in 1981: when a woman became pregnant, that was the end of her job”,
states Jessie matter-of-factly. One had to leave work and then re-apply or find a new job after having a child as
there was no maternity leave. Fallowing her hirth, Jessie's mum resumed her wark as a nurse. A woman whaose
daily ritual was to help other women deliver babies had to trade her livelihood to bring her own child into the
world,

After independence, the Legal Age of Majority act (1982) was passed. For the first time in Zimbabwe, the Act
established the principle of equality between men and women, opening up the way for other reforms. It gave
adult status to all Zimbabweans over the age of eighteen, allowing for women to vote, own and register property
in their own right without the permission of men.

“My father is an economist who obtained his Bachelor of Science Honours degree from the then University College
of Rhodesia in 1966." Despite having a degree, during a time when few blacks did, Jessie’s father had to resort
to teaching as there were no jobs for black economists at the time. Eventually he got a job in local government
training and moved to Domboshava Training Centre in the province of Mashenaland East, Zimbabwe. 1966, the
year of her father's graduation was a significant moment in Zimbabwe's history. On the 28th of April 1966, seven
men from the Zimbabwe African National Liberation Army (ZANLA) made the first nationalist incursion,following
Unilateral Declaration of Independence (UDI) from Britain on November 11, 1965, against the British South
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Africa Police in what has come to be known as the Battle of Sinoia (foday Chinhoyi). All seven men were killed
after they ran out of ammunition but this moment of courage inspired other nationalists who engaged in guerrilla
war and did not end until victory enabled the establishment of independent Zimbabwe in 1980. As Margaret's
account makes clear, the liberation struggle upended all aspects of social and political life, and disrupted pre-
existing gender relations and cultural norms.

Despite women’s intensive involvement in the liberation struggle, the emerging leadership of an independent
Zimbabwe did not define any specific strategies for ensuring women's equal rights. At independence in April
1980, the freedom that came was not to be enjoyed by women without further struggle. Jessie became part of
that struggle.

Early Years

“Seeing both my parents ccoupy positions of service as they worked with the public, and hearing them talk about
their werk was my orientation into public service, For many in public service the work becomes routine and & matter
of ticking boxes. The level of commitment and values required to effectively serve, fall to the wayside espeaally in
disermpowering contexts; political volatility, extreme repression and falling democracies and where there is litle or no
motivation”

What Jessie learnt from her parents were critical values of public service that generate substantial public trust
and confidence. These values have been key in informing her leadership.

"My parents have inspired me to be principled and to work with integrity and humility. They continue to be sources of

stability and security against the storms that often ravage my world, and like a beaton they give me bearings when'it
gets difficult to find my way',

These qualities passed on by her parents are visible in her work. H.E. Rudo Chitiga, Zimbabwe's Ambassador to
France and the Vatican, a feminist and activist leader confirms "Jessie Majome is a member of Parliament, as well
as a gifted administrative leader whose attention to detail and technical capacities are remarkable.”
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A child of the liberation movement, Jessie’s early yvears were
during the peak of war and conflict. She started school in 1978,
at a Catholic mission school called Gokomere in Masvingo
(in South-eastern Zimbabwe). She was the only girl who was imcicin
a boarder in prade one because her family lived outside of ] it
Masvingo town and insecurity made commuting to school
dangerous for a six year old.

“At that time, good quality education opportunities available
for black children were limited. One would need to go to a
missionary school to get a good education”, As the daughter
of two professionals, her parents ensured she got the best
education they could afford. At a young age, Jessie was living
what she describes as a very Spartan and militant life in the
boarding school. Challenging as it was for a little girl, it built
her character. Jessie's older brother was in grade four (primary
four) at the same school. “He is a few years older than me. He
used to spend all our pocket money. I didn't understand money.
I hope 1 can claim it back from him one day. says Jessie with
a smile Jessie’s brilliance in adulthood was reflected in her
school grades from an early age.

“"One night, the guerrillas (liberation war fighters) came to the schoal
and convened a meeting with all the schoel children from grade five
upwards, Sormeone must have informed the Rhodesian security
farces, as they were called befors independence. They bombarded
the school and fought the guerrilas, Thers were killings. | am not
sure if there were school children who died but from that night, | still
rermember the sound of bullets whizzing over the roofll don't think
| really quite understood what was happening, but | just knew that
there was something terrible and frightening that was going an.'”
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Her mother says,

“It was a moment of herror, my children were in the school and | heard there had been an ambush, A horrific ope m
which many people died. When | arrived at the school, the nuns who took care of the children asked me to take my
children with me.”

Jessie had to change schools, at a young age aware of and affected by the struggle taking place in Zimbabwe.
As a child, Jessie remembers having a sometimes difficult relationship with her parents, She was strong-willed
and challenged her parents whenever she was convinced about something. They disagreed often but they also
understood, respected and supported her. According to her father,

"|essie was clear about herstance on a number of things and had the courage to say what she wanted: Once convinced,
it was difficult to shift her, and we learnt to respect her views”,

Jessie learnt that disagreements could be productive and deepen respect and dialogue. She also learnt to stand by
what she believed, to face confrontation, and not back down despite resistance and discouragement.

Political Awareness; Confronting Racism

62

Jessie's radical potential and activism started at an early age. In 1981 Jessie was attending Alfred Beit Primary
School in Mabelreign, Harare. It was a year after independence and what had been a white school was now

speckled with a few black children. At the age of 8, she was having a very difficult time with racism from both the
authorities and fellow students.

"The first thing that | dd was challenge the singing of semething that was called the "Pioneer’s Anthem”, It was an
anthem that was written te glorify, remember and reminisce about the Pioneer Column as it was coming up from the
(Cape of Good Hope to colonize Zimbabwe in 1830, It would be sung in the first person. ‘It's just that my voice is not
very good riow but | could try and smg a few [lines]. It would o

“Thou who didst guide our fathers’ feet,

lhrough trackless bush..,
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| didn't have any fathers who trekled through trackless bush. It didn't fill me with the intended nostalgia; instead it
irked me and did not make any sense 1o me at all. | didn't see whiy | had to sing it and so | said | den'twant to sing this
song. For some reason, | was alse annoyed by the Rhadesian national anthern that was pasted inside the schoal hymn
bonks. | didn't like it. So | complaingd to my father about it and he wrote a latter 10 the Herald, the anly daily paper
at that time, and 1o the Ministry of Education. The Ministry of Education visited the schogl and that was the end of the
racist hymn and the Rhodesian anthem’.

Jessie learned then that “challenge and persistence can create change” and her activism since shows that she has
never forgotten this fact.

Today, the courage she showed as a child has enabled her to grow into the confident parliamentarian she is today.
Margaret Matienga, a war veteran and a colleague in Parliament says of Jessie;

"Jessie 15 a strong courageous woman, She says whatever is.on her mind without fear: She daes not beat ahout the
Bush. She [5 a star, the first woman lawver elected to Zimbabwean Parliamerit”.

Jessie's parents mentored and nurtured her talent for leadership. She
was commirted to charting her own path in life. In grade five, the class
was given a supplementary reader with extracts from the writing of early
European hunters in the mould of Frederick Selous, (known for his exploits
and cruel exploitations in Southern Africa). The content was extremely
racist. In one passage the hunter narrates his hunting journevs and talks
about how the ‘kaffir' "is very much like the 'kaffir’ dog; servile, cunning
and how it cannot be trusted just like its kaffir master.” “I daspised the
book and yet again [ took it up with the school through my father who
approached the Ministry of Education.” Her father wrote a letter to the
Herald newspaper, which led the school to remove sections of the book.
“The entire library was then inspected in order to remove racist books.” A
young Jessie discovered her power and forced a conversation about racial
politics in education. Her protests opened up a space for discussing issues
related to the legacy of colonialism in schools in the newly independent
Zimbabwe.
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Confronting Patriarchy in School

64

After completing primary school, Jessie went to Goromoenzi High School, the same
school her father had attended.

"Caming from struggling aganst race-based injustice it was an interesting transition to be in a
schesal with all black students and yet feel marginalised. | met a néw kind of disparity and bias,
a gender based one this time. When | was fourteen years old in form two, it became clear that
the school culture was based on an academically competitive enviroriment, really brutally so; The
boys, | don't know who tald them, thought they were more intelligent than the giris. [t was their
pride and honour, The school would also collude with them in this chauvinism, After school
lessons were over, the girls would be locked up in 2 very confined space in the schoo| and we
were told it was for our owr good, VWhatever the intention, the result is the same, women being
deprived of agency and autonomy in the name of protection,

The u'n[‘_',r space the girls had was a common room where t]'u?y could sit, read and on

oceasion watch television. When Jessie was in form three the headmaster decided that the commen room would
be converted into dormitory space for the junior gitls. Jessie could not accept this. During the weekly routine
meetings between the headmaster and each senior form called ‘Headmaster’s Question Time', she raised the
question, enraging the headmaster. These meetings with the Headmaster were supposed to be the mark of the
democratic culture of the school, allowing students to ask questions or raise concerns with the school leadership.
Jessie quickly learnt about pseudo-democracies.

"l was summoned 1e the semior mistress’ office to be 'dealt with' and | resented it. | despised the unfairness with which
| was being treated when | knew | had not committed a crime ar broken any school rutes. Question time was for asking
questions, And | did exactly that. Yet subsequently, | was being treated like a bad girl. 5o | decided that | was not going
1o go back te that schoaol for my advanced level (A level)’.

Jessie recognises that there is always backlash when one challenges power but the solution cannot be silence and
invisibility.

"We semetimes avoid confrontation and are willing to back down, We nded to be brave and 1o let go of the mentality
of fear that we internalise. We are too silent for fear of offending each other yet our power is most compromised n

our sience. We need 1o let po of vicim memality and seize our own pawer”,
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Women's Bodies on Centre Stage

After high school Jessie went to study at the University of Zimbabwe where she obtained a Bachelor of Laws
Honeurs depree. Later qualifications include a Master of Laws from the University of South Africa specialising in
Human Rights, Constitutional, Development, and Administrative Law as well as a Masters’ in Women Law, and
postgraduate diploma in Women's Law from the University of Zimbabwe

Jessie believed that the law could provide justice where power structures were depriving some citizens, particularly
women and minorities,

On 9 November 1292, there was a young woman who visited the university

and she was wearing a miniskirt. Some of the men and boys, at the university

were intimidated by the way she was dressed. For some reason it made them

uncarnfort -k her and to teach

e and they decded that they were going to &

her hew to dress, They started cat calling and then following her. She ran and

they chased her, She knew that she was in danger. She maAnage:

R the area

where there was public transport to get out of the university, she gotinto a car

&

that was about to [eave, the type that were called ‘emeérgency taxis’ then. VWhen
they caught up with her, they besieged the taxi, rocked it and threatened o attack
t, trying to force her to get out The driver succumbed and made her come aut

and she was subsequently assaulted

At the time of the assault, Jesse and a few other students had formed an
Drganisatiorj called the "Gender Forum” to tackle sexual harassment on cam pus.

“There was a tremendous amount of sexual harassment at the University of

Zimbabwe. It was terrvible. As a female student you would

e made to feel that
wou should confine yourself 1o certain areas of e university. | wanted fairness
for myself and others. Here | was a registered student like the male students.

contributed equally to student's union: subscriptions: There was a Student's Union

ding for the students’ leisure but at that poirt, a female student could not walk
imte that buiiding at all to buy a drink, 1o buy gum er whatever without being

cat<alled or jeered at and so on, [t was just not fain And so the treatment this
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visiter got was a similar thing. This is why, warking with fellow students, we farmed The Gender Forum to end sexual
harassment on campus.”

"Dressed in shorts and mimiskirts, we staged a protest against the attack, -and a mob of over 500 male students

threatened us with wiolence

and called us prostitutes,”

That did not scare Jessie or her colleagues from organising on campus. Jessie continued to challenge sacred cows
and taboo. One of the privileges of final year male students was the opportunity to live in a beautiful self-contained
residence called "New Hall”. Each student had their own room to study in peace. The fact that it was only for male
students however, was a problem.

| dedided that the situation was unfair and drafted a petition which | went round collecting signatures for. | tried
1o anticipate reasons why they might refuse 1o put gicls in Mew Hall as well and offered solutions in the petitien,
| suggested that like other halls where male and female students were mixed, the top floor could be reserved for
women. Once | had enough signatures | submitted the petition to the Dean of students. | was so glad | had put in the
effort, the Hall was spened up to female students and | was able 15 stay

in Mew Hall in my final year”

Jessie’s fights against discrimination and harassment did not
focus anly on alleviating her own pain and discomfort but that of
all others who were in the same situation. Jessie put into practice
a leadership of service, working with other women to shape the
future collectively.

After graduation in 1996 Jessie worked as a Human and Women's
rights activist at the Legal Resources Foundation in Bulawayo.In
1998, she joined another human rights organisation Zimrights,
and then joined the Zimbabwe Women Lawyers® Association and
also worked in a private law firm before founding her own. Jessie
realised that as 2 human rights lawyer she could only do g0 much.
If she wanted to influence the law at a macro level, then it was
important to join mainstream politics.
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In the Seat: Public Leadership

Armed with experience, Jessie informed her parents that she wanted
to join mainstream politics by running for office in a local povernment
elecrion for Hwange Local Board. Her mother says;

vas a difficalt and dangerows mament i politic
ek A i " VA :
he npposition was a difficult place o be, When we
eould not ba diecauraoed. we toale un the task ot aduicing
colld net be discourdged, we ook up the task of advisi
supporting her
We helped draft her first parliamentary campaign  materials
ether, here'in this home and 1t veds such an amaz g feeling when
= o N TOE SErTIoNS Itwean |"i| te a rmomehtous Oocasion 1 5]

of us,” remembers her father

When the seventh Parliament of Zimbabwe npenec{ in 2008, Jessie,
representing Harare West, was among the 20%" of women members
of parliament. She was re-elected in 2013, one of 124 wemen
sworn into the eighth Parliament. Jessie chairs the Parliamentary
Portfolio Committee on Justice, Lepal and Parliamentary Affairs. In
her political party’s (MDC) shadoew cabinet, she has served as the
Shadow Minister for Justice.

In 2013, Jessie played a big role in Zimbabwe’s joining more than
30 countries worldwide using the electoral quota system to inerease
women's representation in Parliament to at least 30 per cent, which is
considered the minimum for collective action. The quota is included
in Zimbabwe's Constirution, which was approved by referendum in

249 In the 7th assembly there wers 34 women in Lower House of Assembly out of
atolal of 210
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March and signed into law on 22 May 2013. As a result, women now comprise 124 of the 350 MPs in Zimbabwe's
new Parliament, including 86 women in the National Assembly — 60 in the reserved seats and 26 elected directly
to the 210 constituency seats,

Theultimate objective of the quota system or affirmative action, asunderstood by Zimbabwe's women's movement,
is not only that women attain the numbers needed to influence decision-making, but also to move away from
centuries of oppression towards a future of truly equitable relations.

The day Jessie entered parliament for the first time, as a member of the main opposition party is not one that is
easily forgotten. For the men from different political parties, this perhaps would be the strongest division among
them but for women in parliament there was an additional layer, that of being women and also largely unwelcome
in the House.

"In spite of the jsers, it was very exciting to be in Parliament. To actually walk through those doars, ht felt ke walking
: _

through the doors of histary to be in that space. It felt like theré was a big Inad on my shoulders. | had a sense of

that burden and responsibility, carrying hopes and dreams of the people wha had elected me. | was alsa nervo
anxious because | didn't actually kneww what it was geing to be like but | was happy that | had gotten the ©

R R AW ald A myv . const P
10 represent my constituency

From agitating for change in her immediate
environment, Jessie was now sitting in parliament
with the mandate and opportunity to create
change for a broader group of people. Jessie felt
that women’s lives needed to be an impertant part
of political processes and that she needed to do her
part. This meant that although political tensions
were high, the women in parliament would need
to set aside party differences and stand together
for the sake of women's rights. This unity across
party lines was to become extremely important in
the constitution-making process in Zimbabwe.
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Breaking Down Barriers
The height of Jessie's journey thus far is her input into
the constitution-making process.

"My most special achievermnent bas: been to live to
see the dismantling of the gender discrimination that
was entrenched in the legal system of Zimbabwe and
particularly in the canstitution, which, in its text, gave

society and Instit cense o continue discrirminzating

nen anoc Ter "'I"_'n"'.l nated as

Lneg)uat

vas a tremendod o me because when

ysorep

| studied law at the university, bg

Lickly learnt that | am not

n terms of the law did nc

equal human be

edqual status and | was determined to end this ineg

There wa
thirgs th

at | put down for mysell of thirteen

3 To £0 0TS the new Constitution

26 that it could Lc ane fit for wemen, At that time | was
e the Deputy Minster for Wome

armmunity |

nrivileeed to
P Eged 1o

aen ‘IF"- =i

to adopt the thi

levelopment. | go

teen dermands for women,

n for the Comstitutional Parliamentary Select

Committes .:f"f“,‘":—'-" which helped me in advancng the

demands. Today those 13 key demands for weoemen's
equzlity are in-there, ncduding the prowsior for equalty

yone before the law. And secandly, that thers shal

(m
11
5

status-and pregnar

perhaps that may be

Sheroes of Africa's Political Movements: | 69



Ruramisai Dube, an activist and scholar said,

"Jessie used the constitution-making process not enly to secure pelitical victories for women, but to shift mindssts,
unravel the very norms and institutions at the core of women's inequality and sodal excusion and then work towards
building a society that embodies deep democracy crucial tora more just. equal and sustainable world’

The 13 demands for women brought together women from across political parties. Bringing women to work
collectively across political parties was not a small achievement considering that political parties are sites of power
struggles themselves. As Jessie describes,

“There is & wemendols amount of cat fighting In there, Sometimes it gets so intense that | dare say it is forgotten that
& political party is merely a vehicle for us fo get to a particular destination, mstead 1t becomes an end in itssif and the
destination is completely obscured”

Jessie also expressed apprehension over women’s wings in political parties as an end in themselves,

“They turn into women's ghettos. Wormen's political wings can't go on forever; they are set up as an affirmative action
tool, to get women to join, to get thern into the political parties, They are essental inthe infancy of a political party but
after a while pender and women's rights issues must be mainstreamed into every aspect of the party.

"A political party is a vehicle that| get onto In order to get to a particUlar destination, And my particular-destination-and
expenence of life as a womar is that | want tolive Tife as a free and equal human, | want dlear and tangible eutcormes
for women amnd spaces for everyone’s participation. And ifmy political party dedides that it doesn't want 1o do that
anymore, | can't centinue to travel in their vehicle. There will be no seat for me there.”

Thokozile Ruzvidzo, a feminist activist and a staff member of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)
recognises Jessie's persistence in fighting for women's rights.

“jessi= s a brilliant Metmber of Parliament, spot-on, an asset and extremely effective. She continues o put issues of
woemen's rights on the parliamentary agenda, She isan example of the importance of having a feminist in parlament,”

Winnet Shamuyarira, a young feminist activist echoes Ms.Ruzvidzo,

“Jessie is a femunist trailblazer who is a bridge between the women's movement and parfiament. She canstantly battles
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the burning issues of the day in a practical, political and no nonsense way. Jessie 18 nat afraid of radical thinking and
solutiens. She is truly an-ally whe uses her feminist analysis to shape the field. She leverages collective political power
at all levels of decision-making to positively influence and hold aceountable decision raking institutions and structures,
She iz a hands on parliamentarian who exploits the power of social media® 1o keep her constituency informed abaut
development in parliament”

Innocent Gonese, a fellow lawyer, a Member of Parliament, the MDC Chief Whip and Provincdal Secretary Foreign
Affairs and National Council member in the MDC party, praised Jessie for communicating with her constituency
using social media, “which most of us can't do™ He also praised Jessie as a brilliant thinker, and compelling
debater who has done stunning work in her constituency.

Zimbabwe and Africa at large are marked by gender disparities and violence of all kinds against women and girls.
Jessie has strengthened local to global linkages and campaigns around gender, including the fight to end child
marriage.

In a post on social media, we see her communicate to her constituents the progress on campaign promises
"Dear Harare Westerners

Yesterday | debated on the Gender Commission Bill after the two Committees of Women Affairs, Gender and
Community Development and the Thematic Committes on Gender gave 2 report of the Fublic Hearings on the
Gender Commission Bill that were held from 26 April 1a4 May 2015.. 1"

Joyce Mutasa from Jessie's constituency says,

"Jessie. is'an amazing cosmopalitan individial, she is not ashamed ta declare her feminism openly. It waould heip if we
had many other Jessies in parliament 1o disrupt patriarchy and challenge oppressive power, She alsg remains in touch
with us, ker constituency, and makes us feel like we are part of the debates that.go en in parlament. | am sure we are
the mast informed constituency in the whaole couritry’.

30
31

Jessie has an electranic newsletter for her constituency. It updotes them an various issues related to parliament and other citizen rights
From Jessie's virtual office on Facebook
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In her journey, Jessie has celebrated other women's entry into leadership positions but she grieves over how
quickly they come out of office. She gave an example of a major political party that kicked out a woman vice
president and replaced her with two men.

As a single mother of two boys, Jessie knows that she must find an anchor so that she does not fragment. She
finds her life's breath in the gym and in her church cheir,
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Leadership Challenges for \WWomen

Jessie is clear that the leadership road is not an easy one but
that it is one worth taking. She accepts that being in a political
party is a tough place to be, She compares it to being on public
transport.

“You get in because you want to get somewhere and not necessarly

because the vehicle Is perfect. You might not like the crew, or the way

they drive but that is the only vehicle that will take you where you

S0 YO t-always agree with the way that things are

o pet to your destination vou get an that bus and yvou do

the best you can to get along with your f2llow passengers.’

She adds that the driver should be reminded to watch the road
r_ar-?ruﬂy ﬂﬂd kl'll:ll"l.' WI'J(:‘.'I'I to 5101.!\" L{(JWI’]. th}id ]'(I'IDI'_']":il'Ig DVEeET

pedpsh’iam; and ensure that they Listen int{:nl.‘fy to passengers.

"It is difficult but it is a journey. And it is the bigpest teat also o
W rship, and ane ipacity o influence th
A0r Lt ‘- CHT & i':.“.TTE,—"K e WO FIgNT In there and some are |(-_:-.-T' shie S avs

Jessie gives the example of Learn more Jongwe (former member
of the Movement for Democratic Change MDC and Member of
Parliament who murdered his wife then killed himself) who is
celebrated within the political party for his political stamina with
silence around the killing of his wife. Jessie says that the case of
Learn more was not isolated; it is reflected in many forms in our
societies when men individually or collectively fail to carry the
load and then shift it to women with terrible consequences. She
warns that women leaders can also carry a heavy burden, if the
pressure is not released, they can crack under it.
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Sharing the Load

Women leaders will on many occasions find themselves in need of support. Jessie, with her longyears of experience,
still has moments of struggle. She shares some sugpestions for supporting women in politics:

L

Women in leadership both emerging and ‘seasoned’ need support from women's organisations and
civil society. Women's organisations can help articulate the challenges faced by women, develop
solutions and support women leadeys to drive for change at policy level and in the spaces where they
have influence.

[declogy is essential and often politicians have ideology but are not always firmly rooted in it. It 15 easy
to gravitate around personalities and forget the ideologies that frame one's political aspirations and
goals, Women in leadership need help so that they stay grounded and remain aware of the ideology
that guides them.

Women are often forced to choose between their private family lives and politics. [t's not fair. Women
leaders need to be affirmed by other voices that celebrate them not condemn them for not being full
time mothers or wives as well as leaders. Every dance is decorated by cheering and supporting.

Many women in leadership have struggled with balancing loyalty to their political party with loyalty to
the cause of women and women’s rights. Knowing that they have support from women's organisations
and movements is a huge comfort and being advised on how to negetiate their political space can be
useful.

Political campaigns need resources and often women have limited access to resources and political
networks and end up drained and still failing to compete with the deep pockets of male counterparts.
Women need ways of mobilising resources outside of a female candidate’s personal wealth. The
Zimbabwean system offers no administrative support to a parliamentarian and must change.
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Jessie met many trials on her path to political leadership and learnt to carve out space for herself. Her own
presence in parliament was a result of women leaders who went before her and made such a dream possible for
her as a young girl. She now looks forward to coming generations of African feminist leaders for whom she has
a few pearls of wisdom. "Change is not possible without sharing leadership challenpes and lessons learnt at least
with other sisters”

" Betrue to yourself, whatever career you have chosen. If your choice of life partner takes you away from
that which matters most to you, if it hinders you from being the best of who you are, then perhaps it
is a union worth rethinking.

*  All you have to do is have faith in your passion. It really makes your life a lot better. Don't doubt
yuurself or what you l:rring to the table; the knuw]edge_ E}tper'ierl:e or resources at your disPusaI, Itis
not as scary as it feels from the outside and once you are in and have a conviction you will thrive.

" If you have the desire to enter politics, then join a political party. The party is necessary but not an end
in itself, it is a vehicle and one must always remember that. Whilst in there do not forget you have the
power to influence processes. The end goal is service; politics is about serving the masses.

There is no need to wait to see hordes of women in parliament before daring to enter the political
stream. Women need to individually and collectively expand space in the political arena by joining. The
few women in politics are not always very well-educated; they are just bold and determined. With the
added advantage of education and exposure young women can go far in politics.

There will be no preferential treatment once you get there, There is no shuttle to ferry you to the
desired destination. Taking up space is about agency and so is maintaining it once you occupy it.

Remember youare notbuilt as a leader for the sake of being built. You are supported, built and anchored
by others because you show commitment and drive activism. You mobilize them to take risks, stand up
for what is both innovative and just and you give the best of yourself.

' In the political realm, it is essential to engage authentically, assertively and courageously if you are
going to educate, influence, challenge and continue sharing.
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Burnout is a commeon condition for many women leaders whose multiple workleads at work and in
their families add to the stress caused by political fights and organizing. For many women, especially
those challenging sexual and gender norms, speaking out within their parties, and society, provokes
stipma and isolation, even retaliation. Over many yvears and especially in violent oy risky contexts, the
physical and emotional trauma women leaders experience can leave deep emotional, psychological,
physical and spiritual scars if unacknowledged and these can undermine their agency. Find a process
that enables you to deal with the exhaustion, intimidation, fear, anxiety, shame and self-blame.

You are never too young to get involved in politics. You might not necessarily vie for office but get
involved with a political party whose values you align with. Learn the ropes, observe and keep growing.
When the moment is ripe you will know and you will have the advantage of understanding the political
terrain. For example at the early age of 28, in 2000, I became the youngest female commissioner in the
National Constitutional Commission. In 2002 - 2006 | was the National Spokesperson of the National
Constitutional Assembly (NCA). At 31 | was elected Councillor for Ward 1 in Hwange& Chairperson of
Hwange Local Board (equivalent of Mayor) in 2003. 1 was Vice Chairperson for Harare North District
in 2004 - 2005 (M.D.C. party) and in 2006 - 7 became Member of National Executive Committee of
MDC & Deputy Secretary for Legal and Parliamentary Affairs. Not only did 1 become a member of
parliament in 2008 [to present] but I rose, at 37 vears to the position of Deputy Minister of Justice &
Legal Affairs in 2008-2010 and thereafter Deputy Minister of Women Affairs, Gender and Community
Development. Just remember that no one owes you anything but you owe yourself everything.

Do not give up; there will be good days and terrible ones. It is a tough arena and one must develop
a thick skin and a clear head. It is essential to know who you are or you will be swallowed whole.
Sometimes you fall and there is no one there to catch you. Create your own support system; you will
need it in those dark and heavy moments.

Sit powerfully in your authenticity and truth fellow sister; the path is made more easily when we
trample the wild grass repeatedly and collectively.
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Jessie acknowledges those who have walked the road before her.

| ko that even withall the hard work -and with any talentthat | have, | wouldn't
have gotten where | am if it wasn't far the wemen leaders before me. The people
who took chances and the people whio fought for their rights and fought to be
heard and E'Jught nirt - tor just be 5i|i.}-, flowerny women n the bar kgrcru.nd. The
wormnen who excel and when the warld becomes uncomfortable with their visible
presence de not cower and hide, the wormen that sing louder when they are told
to st downand shut gp. | am 'who | ari today because of the support of those
who did et require me to contain my light, The warriors that live outside of the

She rejects sceptics cage of ladylike-ness and lady-shipy go tut and make redl lasting improvements.n
who believe that other women's [ives, Those that have faced the wolence that comes at you when
“the system” cannot yiou are sesn asa transpressor | salute all the women, especially my: mother,
be overhauled to

whose courage gave me permission to fully be my authentic self even when |

s BT knew the risks of dong that.”

mora honest ane. 7l
believe in people and
their commitment to
chanpe,”

Jessie's story reflects both the passion and courage vital for an activist, women's
rights defender and politician along with the creative energy and vision that
mark her journey. She rejects sceptics who believe that "the system” cannot be
overhauled to ereate a better and more honest one. ‘| believe in people and their
commitment to change,” she says.

Jessie Fungayi Majome, daughter of a formidable woman of the Nyati (buffalo)
totem has overcome obstacles and challenges that life continues to throw at her.
Nurtured by the hands of the women's movement, she too has flattened the
grass, paving the way for women to take up political leadership. For her courage
and dedication we celebrate and acknowledge her.
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The Making of a Woman
Political I___e'ade,r




A

Alice Alaso Asianut is an astute politician in today’s Uganda. Hers represents a political career path that emerges
almost miraculously from a childhood riddled with poverty, complex family relations, and a home characterized by
armed insurgencies in Soroti(current day Serere) District. Alice Alaso is a child of the post-independent Uganda,
a three-time member of parliament (2001 - 2016) and a symbol of women’s political leadership in post conflict
states. Her journey to parliamentary politics shed light on some of the barriers to women's political leadership
in Africa including poverty, lack of access to education, domestic violence and child abuse. Alice emerges not
only as a professional teacher with a Bachelor of Arts in Education from Makerere University but also takes on
political leadership as an oppesition member of parliament. Alice continues to struggle against sodal injustices
such as corruption and marginalization even though her contributions often go uncelebrated, shelved away in
parliamentary record books. Herstory can help to illuminate the great paths traversed by women political leaders
even in militarized or undemocratic political settings.

Childhead in 1970s Soroti

Both of Alice’s parents were primary school teachers and at the time, as Alice describes,"if two teachers decided
to get married, one of them had to stop teaching” This meant that one of Alice’s parents had to drop teaching
and look for an alternative means of livelihood. In a patriarchal setting, where it did not matter how educated a
female was, or how optimistic her future looked, the decision was fairly obvious. Alice's mother (Lydia) opted to
remain the housewife while her husband continued teaching, No longer a teacher and now confined to domestic
and subsistence work, what followed was 7 years without childbirth, an issue that worsened household and clan
relations. In the culture and tradition of Alice’s Teso™ community, delayed conception or barrenness was always
the woman’s problem, and a bad omen to the man and the clan. Lydia found herself under intense pressure
from her husband and the clan to not only give birth but also to give birth to a boy. Alice's father succumbed
to clan pressure and married another woman who would bear him and the clan a child. However in the same
year her husband tock a second wife, Alice’s mother gave birth to Alice Alaso Asianut. "That is what [ call divine
intervention,” Alice says.

"Because my parerts had stayed topsther for 7 years without a child, when | was finally born, | was named Asianut;
wiich means the Grace of God. |'was highly reparded as a miracle child”,
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Alice’s mother later gave birth to a boy, a great relief from cultural expectations that saw a girl child as less valued,
So Alice was born into a complex web of patriarchal relations of clan members and relatives, in a polygamous
family. Women were valued according to the male heirs they produced forcing women to compete,

“Whenever | related with my step mother, it was always the feeling of running away. Whenever my father would come
in the evening, reading to him and proving to him that | was a good girl gave me a lot of satisfaction as it would relieve
me from thinking about my step mother's mistreatment. It would also show that there s someone wheo believes in me
and it would also instil in me some confidence and belief in my inner potential.

The economy also shaped Alice’s formative years. In the Teso of her childhood agriculture Aourished and cattle
were the wealth of almost every homestead. The Ugandan government had built the first abatteirin Soroti distriet
which was not characterised by cattle rustling as it would later come to be.

"Before that time, there were some inter-tribal raids mainly along the borders. These raiders managed to penetrate
the region with the aid of guns from the NRA; catalysed by the vacuum that existed around the time that Trte Ckello
overthrew Obote. In that perind, the palitical dynamics changed for the people of Tesa region espedially with the failed
Mairohi Peace Accord between Titm Okello and Yoweri Musevent. When Museven! overthrew Okello in 1286, Teso
region fizrcely resisted Museveni. The whale of Teso regian went into rebelllon supported by individuals ike Peter Ctai,
Max Omeda, Hitler Eregu, and Jesus Ojirot. This rebellion brought in a new palitical and administrative dynamic in Teso
region leading o the general breakdown of law and order, The Karamojong cattleraiding phenomenon, in addition 1o
the new government that was being resisted changed the economic fortunes of the population.”

Alice would have been around 16 years old at the time these changes were taking place. She witnessed the political
upheavals in the region that decimated the economic wealth of the population especially the plunder and looting
of the cows that formed the economic backbone of Teso region. There was a lot of displacement and death of
civilians with continugus military operations and cattle rustling. These increased the tempo of gender-based
violence, with women raped, killed and subjected to abject conditions in internally displaced persons (IDP) camps.
The region quickly became impoverished and families who survived did so just marginally.

In the first four years of her primary school life, Alice stayed with her father and stepmother. Her mother and
father had SEPaIatEd under al::ject poverty and intense cnmpgl‘.it';nn with her co-wife. Alice got the DEF?DI’tLInil}T to
spend Primary 5, 6 and 7, with her mother after her father had been transferred to a nearby school. In these two,
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sometimes hostile homes, Alice learned household work and discipline.

"My mother just like any other woman in Teso had to use the grinding stone to make
millet flour: She would always ensure that she left me some portion of millet to finalize
With every task she did, she wouid always ensure that she left me a portion to weork
on. That was the type af grooming that my mother subjected me to that was later

going to be useful for me as | grew up.

Alice finished primary school in 1980, envolling in Kamodo Senior Secondary
School where she attained her O-level education four years later. When due
to lack of school fees and the political insurgency at the time, she could not
immediately enrol for her A-lavels at Bubulo Senior Secondary School, Ochem
John, a neighbour, secured her a placement at Ngora High School in the second
term. "I joined the school in the second term of senior five. This was quite
irregular, [ had to work hard to catch up”

In the last week of the term, the headmaster Joash Olupot, who had been
arrested by the National Resistance Army* (NRA) on suspicion of collaborating
with armed 'I‘.'E]JE] Broups, was I'EEEE.SE‘& f'l'ﬂ],Tl Friﬁﬂn.

“When the head teacher found me in the school, he noted that it was already too late
for me ta be in senior five and insisted that | should wait for another year. He said,
"hewever brilllant you could be: You would not pass senior 6 after [cining sehiar five
in the second term”

Alice pleaded with the head teacher to be examined on her competence,
a test she passed. Alice was able to continue her studies, pass the national
examination and was admatted to Makerere Universil‘}r as a state sp:msnreﬂ,
non-resident University student.

a3 MNRA was the army that had taken over government in 1986, Alaso's Teso region
however experienced extanded polifical insurgencies due to different armed groups resisting the
1986 MRA governmen.
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Securing University Residence

Arviving at Makerere University, Alice wore her first pair of shoes.

“After receiving the news of admission at Makerere I_|r|.w_'r-..':., | went
and checked into the university, The first she jas that | 'was booked
in a3 .a non-esident student, MNon-residents were studernts who had been

admitted into university but had 1o find their own accommaodation outside

the official university halls of residence. | knew this was another trouble. |
was advised to present my case to the Dean of students whom everyong

at the Universit W kineww

- Lncle George Kihugury, When | went 1o the

Dean, | raised the issue with himear
worTy Decause the university would gve me money to stay outside, |
looked at Uncle Geor

iy face, | told hirm that withou

d he calmiy told me that | should not

e .-‘.r'..!gl'-' in the eye and Wrth tears FUNmng down

t pethng accommodation in the university,

It ol

t in such ercumstances, the enly option | have vas to

o back

iy £

o

to the village. Uncle Georpe was touched by my state of affairs and he
immmediately called Africa Hall and mnsisted that the Warden finds fer me

a place to stay

Securing university residence was just one of the many hurdles that
Alice had survived in her education life. She thrived despite never
having been given the necessities; beit school fees, dress, scholastic
materials or accommodation.

“When halidays came, we applied to remain at the University and offer
our services in all ways:in the university. Since the security situation in
Teso had not i

university and

mpraved, weonly had to make ends meet by staying at the
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Prior to university she had lived in the homes of four
different relatives, (each with its own demands and
expectations) because her family could not afford to
pay boarding school fees.

*| have gone through all sorts of hurdles; being denied
foed, extreme poverty and humiliation to get to where
| am today. | have lived n more than four homes
throughout my lfe; [inja road with Unde Ckitai, Undle
Charles's home and a number of cther families in the
village. Every home and stuation was a blackboara of
experiences that taught me human nature and how to
react; by gradually shaping me up secially, politically and

eeonormically

Alice's sister Lucy Akiteng attributes Alice's survival
and persistence to divine intervention. “In our
family, we have seen water flowing towards a hill;
actually uphill. This is what has happened in our
home and we give glory to the Lord as we did not
expect to be where we are today”
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Alice at Work

Alice Alaso obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Education at Makerere University. After qualifying as a teacher, Alice
requested the Ministry of Education to post her to Tese College within her hame district. From the comfort of
an elite university life that Alice was getting used to (actively engaging in university political campaipgns, as a
lawn tennis champion and growing broad social and academic networks), Alice’s desire to return and revive war-
ravaged Teso College was an indication of service beyond self. Alice’s agenda to restore Teso College to its former
glory was clear.

T

“When | reached Teso College around 1332, | found that the school was a
shadow of its former self. The schoel structures were bullet holed and totally

rundowri. The motivation was greater than the risks invelved,

| was ihe anly woman amongst thecollege staff and the children did net have
much hope. Our immediate task was to revitalize the school and bring up
performance as

1 viay of gang hope to the children. We y had 1o work

o the functisnality of the schoal, | prayed abiut this new assignment and
asked God to change the attitude towards the Arts section that was not

|'Jt"'{0.'THI!‘:3 50wl

My immediate task was to revamp Senior 3 and &. | worked with beth
classes 1o bring them up to speed with the curriculum. ‘Apart fram being

assigned the task of reviving the history department; | also took on the task
of fieldwark and being patron of the Scripture Linion.

Since the children were Using the bushes as toilets, | volunteered 1o ensure that the toilet facilities become functional

agam. | asked for two meonths and resources to make sure that the water system in bathrooms and the pit latrines

wWerg -.mm'knrlg again Gradually the system started fu(_;rklng again and students resorted to the normal tollet systam

Around 1993 and 1994, the next assignment for me was to close all the footpaths within the school and we successfuliy

worked on a schaol I'-er'igﬁ The next action was to introadui

e weekend exams; which was also embraced by the entire

school and the students, With a start on the school farm, it became clear to all of us that eventually life at Teso College

WS PETUrNINE To I“;O:’f‘rl-:-lh:}-'
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Policing of Women's Private Lives

While Alice’s reconstructive work at Teso College seemed steadily progressing, it was not devoid of challenges
especially relating to her status as an unmarried woman, Alice remembers being accused of "sexually using” one
of the male students under her custody.

"I remembier there was this orphan called Enyagu who ane day confided inme that he was staying with a brother and
was experienang proilems as a result; He therefore requested to stay with me during the holidays and offered to heip
me out with farm work. | also had other relatives staying with me in the house, Unfortunately, rumours started that
| was a concubine of the small bay. | confided in my pastor about the rumour and he laughed at me and asked me to
be strong if it was not true: OF course it was not true; but unfortunately the story became so bad and spread to the
church parish who were the boy's main sponson.

This is not the only incident in which Alice’s unmarried status brings her into disrepute. Alice describes another
controversy in which she was accused by the deputy head teacher’s wife of having sexual relations with her
husband.

“The wife of a2 deputy headmaster thought | had a relationship with her husband and there was no ameunt of explaining
that would help the situation. My daly chores meant that | would interact with the deputy often and the wife would
snoop around to see what we were doing. | tried to explain to her that | was a born-again Christian and there were
standards that | wiould not dare eress because of my Christian faith, Subsequently eomplaints were made to the head
teacher-and he summoned me to explain mysell”.

Such repetitive accusations around one'’s sexual life tend to condemn women only. It is women whose sexual
lifestyles are always under the microscope. Perceptions, whether of the self” or by ‘others’, of sexual deviance or
immoral behaviour have an impact on how women can effectively deliver on their leadership roles™. It disorients
women; diverts them from their work and achievements and affects women's self-expression and esteem.
A consistent use of sexualised jokes or derogatory statements about women normalizes the perception and
treatment of women as inferiorand as sexual symboels rather than committed political actors. Atracks on women's
behaviour like those experienced by Alice are commonly visited on women who defy societal expectations as Alice
did with her unmarried status and public achievements.

34 Isis WICCE 2014
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Getting Further Into Public Service

Alice applied for a public service position as a test of confidence, having served in the revamping of Teso College
School.

“There wasthis advert from Sorot district admemistration fora district Gepder Officer.
After about four years of teaching, | got the curiosity of seeing whether | could pass a
|obinterview, | therefore applied for that job reluctantly, not that | wanted it, butsimply
because | wanted {o test my confidence and communication skalls. | was subsequently
invited for the interview and | found about four other people waiting, The fact that |
weas not looking for a job then probably relaxed my-situation,

Alice says that toherown surprise, she emerged the best candidate and a]though
she at first considered rejecting the job offer, the head teacher and the Chief
Administrative Officer encouraged her. By December 1996, Alice took on the
position of Soroti District Gender Officer to coordinate gender mainstreaming
in recovery programmes in Soroti, Teso, Acheli and West Nile. "My work
was therefore dearly cut and they organized training for me in partnership
with the Royal Netherlands Institute and Makerere University in the area of
gender” she explains. Alice's new portfolio gave her a broad spectrum in terms
of geographical area within which to extend her service, new prospects of
oceupying strategic positions of leadership as well as an opportunity to learn
gender discourse. By 1998, after just two years as a Gender Officer, Alice was
promoted to head the Department of Community Service at the district. Alice's
regular interface with communities during her service delivery programmes
and the positions of leadership provided her with political leverage and were an
inspiration for her political aspirations at national level.
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Contesting for Woman Member of Parliament

g8

After a year, people started coming 16 me requesting
me to stand asa Member of Parliament but | dedinesd
their requests. |mmediately after Katakwi district
was founded, two senior women leaders came to me
and requested me to stand. | had a lengthy chat with
the women and they insisted th

because | have been advancing the calses of women

at | would be voted

They comvinced me but | told them that | did net have
meney, At that time, elections were not monetised
ik 1t i now. All that was required was to make my
posters and just go around paying my agents. The old
women started spreading the message that they had

gotten someone 1o stand as a woman Member of

Parliament for Sorot district. Before the year ended, |
started receming delegations from different counties,
which weré'the electoral colleges, In 1993 and 2000,
the delegations had become bigger and | was amazed
at how the people thought | was up 1o the task: | was
fuite young then and it was not common to have

young pecple in parliament. Atthough | casually accepted 1o contest, more delegations continued coming

| contested with my friend Ms Margret Oumo Cguliwhe was working in the Ministry of Justice anc

High Court. She came fram .a very popular family and | was sure shie was much stronger than me; bt | believed in God,

Many cdds were against me. Most of my fellow contestants were married and my single status ‘worked against me but
| "'.l’\-"'.'ll".l‘fl.".d arcund . | I'E"I"I'lf_‘l_l'll'-f‘!' d'.‘rll!g ane I'_lr my L-'er'IF‘ﬂigl'l moments ‘-'\'h':_"rl d dn Came up accy ‘_'|I"IE', me E]l- not b"_“l’l"p_‘ﬂ
rarried, | turned around and asksd him whether he was ready to marry me: | challenged him to come before my
parents, pay up whatever they demanded and take me as his wife. From that moment, that became my response to the

miry demands by men who guestioned my single status.
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Alice Alaso joined Parliament in 2001 and has served as a
woman MP in the seventh (2001-2008), eighth (2008-2011)
and ninth (2011-2016) parliaments. A three-time consecutive
woman MP in oppesition politics in Uganda is by no means a
small achievement. For Hon. Alice Alaso her first two days in
parliament set the tone for her long political career,

*Iry the first sesaon the Speaker of Parliament, the Bt Hon
Ssekandi, welcomed us and told us to return the next day
to approve the rules of Parliament. In a flash, | stood up and
told the Speaker that before | approve the rules, | must ook
at them.Everybody looked around at me. The Speaker then
looked at me and said that actually it is true; everyone should
have a copy before the approval of the said rules. | did not need
to have @ maiden speech like everyone else to put such an issue
to the Speaker on the floor of Pariament

[he-second sitting was when the president was giving the State
of the Natien address. And when he was done, | stood up
and wondered why the Preadent could cenclude his address
without talking about the state of the people in Teso who were
in camps: | wondered whether he simply did not know what was
happening, | did not have the opportunity-of making a maden
speech but | simply dug in and rolied off. My initial statements
marked me out for what | stood for and what mattered most.
aradually, we setiled and | was enralled into committess, |
think | served in most of the committees at that time.

But slso in 2001 to 2005, the rezl thing which | concentrated
on and which touched me strongly was the invasion of Teso by
the Lord's Resstance Army (LRA), Strangely, when we tried

to commumcate o government about the plr:"w.i:-l‘.g state of
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affairs, they could net understand. By then, Soroti had been divided into twe with the creation of Katalowi district. It
so happened that Katakwi, which was first attacked by rebels; was being represented by a Minister [aligned with] the
ruling government and she did notwant me to talk about her part of Seroti; thus it became personal between me and
her. Girls were being abducted and rebels were playing foetball in the gardens As a Member of Parliament, when |
heard that the girls had been abducted by the rebels, | jumped straight enta the vehicle and wert 1o Tese College and
told the head teacher 1o send the boys home that day because | feared they would be abdueted as well. Reluctantly,
the headmaster sent the boys away but unfortunately the next day; girls were again abducted from Lwala Senior
Secondary School, | came back to Kampala with that anguish but kept pressing for consideration of the matter on the
floor of Parliament.

That prompted the Rt. Hon Speaker to get concerned, he then arose to the oceasion; and set up a select committes
to study the issues of the war, He even went ahead to make me the Chairperson of that committee, This was my
first term in Parliament. | would get up in that house and submit while tears would be rolling down my cheeks, Later,
Hon Matembe cooled me down and told me that the Hansard does not see the tears: Later, | compesed myself and
eontinued talking on the issues but with passion.

We then maved with a team and headed to the affectad districts of Lango, Achali, Pader, and Kitgum locking at the
conditions of Internally Dispaced Peoples (IDP) camps, As Kony's [rebel leader of the LRA| people wers stil active in
the villages, it was a big risk of course for the committee members. We could see that some of the places were still fresh
from the LRA attacks but with Ged's grace we made it through, We had security from the army and used to mave in
a convey, Unfortunately, barely a day when we had left Lango, the Barlonys massacre™ was committed the follewing
day. When they cannected to Teso, my emotions everwhelmed me. The damage that had been done by the LRA and
Karamejong cattle rustlers was harrible; children had been abducted, wamen had been raped, people’s ears had been
cut off. Anyway; | brought a report to Parllament in which we proposed three major things:

Firstly, that there chould be put in place a comprehensive postawar reconstruction program for Northern Uganda. We
again proposed 2 Truth and Reconciliztion program for the whole country. This was because when we reached the
north, the northerners were blaming the westerners for their misery. Northerners believed that Kony was a product
of the westerners who armed him to defeat Lakwena™. The central remon alse had issues with the northerners

35 On February 21 2004 between 300 and 500 people in the IDP camp af Barlonyo village wera massacred by the LRA in one day
34 Alice Lakwena wos a female rebel leader in North East and Eastern Uganda during the early days of the Mational Resisiance
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especially with the Chate factor The people of Teso were accused of being Obote's henchmen wha Tacllitated the
atrocious actions of his regime: Those feelings are so deeply rooted in this country that someday, we shall need to:hear
the truth first and then agres to forgive each cther,

We also recommended that the Karamojong be disarmed as 3 way of ensuring peace in sorme areas of Teso region.
Whereas initially there were tendencies of trying to protect the povernment, this time there was a unanimaus decision
thatsomething needed to be done, We asked for psychosodial support and trauma healing as being a major companent
of the recovery process.

| nsisted that we bring in a video recording in the house and we asked the speaker for permission to play it for
frismbers to see for themselves the extent of the atraaties and damage that had been committed. With the permission
of the Speaker Farliament had the first ever video session in whidh Farfiamentarians saw for themselves the deplorable
situation the peaple were n. As-a result, when we made those presentations the house was touched and members
penerally adopted the report. Although some of the proposals have never been fully acted upon, we had brought out
issues that were pertinent, When we came back with that report, we made it clear to everyone that the conflict in
the MNorthern region was & natonal problem, We told others that those children in Nerthern Uganda, who were not
going to school, would be the same people standing at their gates in Kololo [an upscale residence in Kampala city] and
on the streets demanding for hand-outs. Today, we see the same situation on Kampala streets; a-missed opportunity
for that generaticn,

There were people and MPs from Soroti who had chosen to be silent on issues that were affacting the community.
There were |eaders in government from Sorati but they had chosen to be silent on certain aspects and the people
somehow chose 1o trust me. | remember the President had a meeting in Soreti about the [DPs and a decision had
been made for peopie to return home [from the IDF camps|. VWhen all had been said and the president had ordered
for the people to return hame, | stood up before the meeting would end and told the President that it was not bad for
people 1o return home but there was no security in those areas and there was a risk of people being massacred. The
presidentthen adiourned the meeting, When we resumed however, a position had been taken that it was not right for
the people to return when it was not yet safe. Therefore, my first twio days in Parliament set the tone for me for the
rest of my tme in Parllament. | never would sit back to ask myself what people would think before | made a particular
staterent. At that time, people looked at defivery and what better way to deliver than highlighting their plight on the
flocr of Parlament.

Mavement,
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Alice’s initial contributions in parliament surpassed
expectations of a maiden speech by a first-time, young,
woman MP. By 2005, Alice was an essential actor in the
formation of the Forum for Democratic Change (FDC) -
the largest opposition party in Uganda following a merger
between two political pressure groups the Parliamentary
Advocacy Forum (PAFO) and Reform Agenda (RA).
Alice says,"the moment we defined ourselves as FDC, we
became enemies of the state”. As reported by state-run
newspaper the New Vision at the time

"PAFD and RA leaders met in Johannesburg, South Africa,
and discussed how to form a coalition, They alse discussed
how to. harmonise their vision and programmes. RA
chairman Col. Dr Kizza Besigye, living in exide in South Africa,
reportedly chared the mesting on June 12, to which PAFO
chairman Augustine Ruzindana led a team, Present were Jack
Sabiti (PAFD treasurer), Dr. Chris Kibuuka (the RA external
coprdinater), Reagan Okumu (RA first vicecharman) and
James Garuga Musinguz (RA secretary for economic affairs).’

The meeting is portrayed as a club of male politicians
seelting for a political solution to Uganda's governance
question. Alice Alaso’s narrative, however, highlights her
role vividly.

“PAFO merged with Reform Agenda in 2004, Besigye had
already fled the country to South Africa and we had to line
up alternative potential names for leadership. A substantial
number of people in Reform ,a’-‘xgr_-.".dfl alsa expressed support
far O Besigye despite other names that had been pressnted,

Al the time, he was a favourite of many; especially because of
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his admirable courage to confrant the leadership he had belanged to™. We therefore went to Sauth Affica and that is
thefirst time | had a close discussionwith Dr Besigye. He pledzed that he-would come badk and offer leadership. \When
he came back, we held the first delegates conference and formally adepted and structured the party

Indeed, Alice presents herself as
part of the South African delegation,
discussions and ultimate merger
and formation of FDC. By 2005,
she was also elected the FDC party
General Secretary with Dr.Kizza
Besigye as the party president in
preparation for the 2006 presidential
and parliamentary elections. Erasing
women in such critical political
manoeuvres is not strange but rather
one of the ways in which patriarchal
Pl:ﬂitica] systems work to confine
women outside the realm of public
politics. Alaso later served in the
Secretary General position for 10
years (2005-2015), keeping FDC at
the helm of oppesition politics. She
also chaired the Parliamentary Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) in the
Ninth Parliament of Uganda (2011-2016), ran for Serere Woman MP in the 2018 general elections and lost her
seat to Helen Andoa. She later petitioned court over what she termed as electoral malpractices ultimately winning
the poll petition in July 2016 after the court nullified the election, declared the seat vacant and ordered for fresh
elections. She describes this period as a time of learning, experiencing favour and maturing in politics.

37 as a lormer mamber of the ruling pany
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“While trying to inculcate values in the managerment of the party, the Secretary General (5G) is abways at the centre
of everything, [t was therefore perceived that | was very stnct and did not want to release party money, The culture
of accountability is something that has eluded many people in this country up to now dnd | was not surprised that | got
a lot of fife for sticking to the rules.

As ar individial and a firm leader, | was targeted and fought physically and psychologically, It became a clear battle
against me on so many different fronts: within the party and even with the state itself. The 5G office showed me how
people can deade te play it dirty in pelitics, no matter what. To withstand all this, means you must be commitiad
and ready to lead in whatever adverde arcumstances. | experienced bashing fram my women colleaguse just as |
experienced itfrom men, From men, | was not surprised about the uncertain and abways the knucklesunder warfare
gither formaney, pesition or privilege but from women, | had expected a solid front where we weuld all move together
ta achieve commen clijectives we have been struggling for as:a gender for a long period of time.”

While women bashing fellow wemen in previously male-dominated leadership positions may disappeint us, it
teaches the covert ways in which patriarchy operates as a system that promotes male values, a practice within
which both men and women are agents. [t also highlights the need for feminist movements to mobilise and
educate around common women's interests to vealise the relevance of collective engagement instead of presuming
a pre-existing set of interests labelled ‘women interests’ that all women are invested in advancing.

Alaso Alice Asianut is an astute politician in today's Uganda. Her journey portrays a starring political career that
clearly highlights women's stoicism, resilience and ability as leaders. Beginning as a young civil servant, Alaso
contributed to improved governance in Uganda. She shaped the environment ef competitive politics in Teso
region as a woman leader of repute that has remained open to approach. She has not only continuously spoken
openly against an unjust realpolitik that has marginalized women but has also castigated corrupt authorities
responsible for the impoverishment of a majority struggling to rebuild their lives amidst conflict.

As is the case with the many women who stick out their necks against injustice, Alaso’s contributions have
been shelved away in the Hansard in the Parliament where she has served for more than a decade. Yet her story
illuminates the great paths traversed by women leaders who contribute to the values that shape democracy and

governance even in militarized settings.
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Women's Political Journeys

While profiling women politicians in Upganda, scholar Sylvia Tamale®® arpgues
that regardless of the woman's dass, religion, cultural background, ethnicity,
all of these come second to gender in the realm of politics. Reflections on the
life herstories of the four women from Uganda and Zimbabwe prove just the
same. While Captain Gertrude Njuba, Hon Alice Alaso, Hon, Margaret Dongo
and Homn. Jessie Majome come from different contexts, their experiences as
women in politics reveal the many hurdles women go through to participate in
the political leadership of their countries. They all strugpled individually and
collectively against male-dominated politics, expected to prove their worth, far
beyond what is expected of male politicians. Each of them navigated hurdles
and experiences unique to women that impacted their lives and careers, be
it Gertrude's early exposure to colonial education for domesticity, Margaret
Dongo's denied participation in the peace talks that birthed independent
Zimbabwe, to Jessie's experience of a racialized education system, or Hon. Alice
Alaso’s struggle to pay for education,

Acommon theme that emerged across the four cases is the way women's sexuality
became a focus in their journeys. Gertrude Njuba and Margaret Dongo show
how in liberation struggles women, unlike their male counterparts, experience
multiple levels of oppression including under thoze supposed to liberate them.
Policing women's bodies also featured strongly in Jessie's remembering of her
University and parliamentary days through verbal and physical harassment
of students and women MPs. Accusations levelled at Alice as an unmarried
schoolteacher and later as a pulitician saw her being labelled a roncubine and a

38

(Tamale, 1999)

They all struggled individually
and collectively against male-
dominated politics, expected

to privve thelr worth, far
beyond what is expected

of male politicians, Each of
them navigated hurdles and
EXperiences unique to wamen
that Impacted their lives and
caneers
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Indvidually and collectively
WOTMEn are active agents
in thelr destinies and the
destinies of their courtries.
MNeone of these women sat
back in the face of injustice
and eppression, theyv each
usad gl the rescurces
availsble v tham 1o resist
and imagine and expanded
rales for the women of their
countries
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hushand-snatcher. All of these are experiences common to the female gender,
through which society attempts to limit women's public roles.

Women's entry in politics in the two countries changed societal understanding
of women in politics. Gertrude Njuba performances around being a ‘mother’,
‘pregnant woman’, her domestic knowledge and maternal attributes enabled
her penetrate enemy lines and were critical in the liberation struggle success.
Drawing on feminine attributes, women find strategies to engage in and issues
to advocate for. Jessie's desire to serve and remain constantly in touch with her
constituents, and Alaso’s tremendous heart for service, visible in her emotional
delivery in parliamentary debates, were key to their individual successes.

It is also important to note the differences between the four women, in
temperament and personal beliefs. Whether it was the gentle, silent Njuba
or the calm, emotional and deeply religious Alaso, or the assertive, and guite
often ‘rebellious’ Dongo and Jessie, their different st}.fies of engagement were
all geared towards achieving a commeon ebjective - attaining gender equitable
development. All of them, through their groundbreaking careers have created
space in political leadership for women's participation

Individually and eollectively women are active agents in their destinies and
the destinies of their countries, None of these women sat back in the face of
injustice and oppression, they each used all the resources available to them to
resist and imagine and expanded roles for the women of their countries
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ANC:
COPAC:
FDC:
LRA:
MDC:
MIEC:
NERA:
NRC:
PAC:
PAFO:

50!
UANC:
UPM:
ZANLA:
ZANU:
ZAFU;
ZUD:
ZUM:
ZWLA:

| lsis-WICCE

African National Couneil

Constitutional Parliamentary Select Committee
Forum for Democratic Change

Lord’s Resistance Army

Movement for Democratic Change

Movement of Independent Electoral Candidates
National Resistance Army

National Resistance Council

Parliamentary Public Accounts Committee
Parliamentary Advocacy Forum

Reform Agenda

Secretary General

United African National Couneil

Uganda Patriotic Movement

Zimbabwe African National Liberation Army
Zimbabwe African National Union

Zimbabwe African People’s Union

Zimbabwe Union of Democrats

the Zimbabwe Unity Movement

Zimbabwe Women Lawvers' Association
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